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“The National Soaring Museum p
a greater knowledge o

ntics, and re

beritage Zf maotorless flight, and promotes, ﬂormgh education,
ted physical sciences for everyone.”

Tim Welles, the new SSA
Ci fmuwrm,m?mnmrm on S5A
(Soaring Society af America),

Towne Santulli,
Chemung County Executive

Monty Sullivan gave an overview
of Harvis Hill Soaring (“nrpumnm:

B rian Little, NSM

Executive Director, emceed
this annual event in which
NSM thanks the community
for its support.

In keeping with tradition,
Dianne Storch, NSM Gift
Shop Manager, made
enough chili to feed over
100 hungry volunteers and
guests at the December 1st
Community Soaring
Luncheon at NSM.

Tom Santulli, Chemung
County Executive, praised
the good working
relationships with all County
groups. He also said we are
lucky to have such a

diversified group of

attractions in this area
including the National
Warplane Museum, Glenn
H. Curtiss Museum,
Corning Museum of Glass,
National Soaring Museum,
among others.

Also honored for

their faithful volunteer
work at NSM were Fran
Decker, Bev Doud, and
Gladis Wieland. As you

can see from the insert,

they also have =
some fun
Withsaslice
volunteering!

John “Corky” Gill '}"or

continuous volunteer work.
Corky assists NSM with many
of our projects and we
sincerely appreciate all of his
efforts.

From left to vight: Bev Doud,
Gladis Wieland, and Fran Decker

contined on page 3
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THE
ORIGINAL
ELMIRA
TAKEOFF
SITES
LANDMARK
NO. 11

February
7.-10,
2001

SSA CGenvention
Indianapolis,
Indiana

February 9,
2001

Board of
Director’s
Meeting
SSA.Cenvention
- Indianapolis,
Indiana

Dn July 1, 2000, an

enthusiastic group of past
and current glider pilots
gathered on Harris Hill to
dedicate the Elmira Takeoff
Sites as Landmark No. 11.
The dedication took place
during the opening
cenemony .of the
International Vintage
Sailplane Meet (IVSM-
2000) on Harris Hill. While
the dedication program was
underway, the Glider Mail
flights by Jack Wyman in his
vintage Franklin PS-2 Utdility
and Roy McMaster in his
modern ASW 27A landed
with the mail on Harris Hill.
This glider mail flight is part
of every landmark
demonstration. Later, Jeff
Byard and Jim Short, in the
Vintage TG-2 military
glider, made the traditional
rose petal drop over the
crowd.

In the early 1930’s, the
Elmira area was chosen as a
potential site for the first
national soaring contest.
The National Glider
Association (NGA) decided
that the logical place for the
first soaring flight would be
from South Mountain which
overlooks the city of Elmira.

On July 1, 1930, a
group of local volunteers
bungee-launched J. K.
O’Meara from South
Mountain. Fortunately,
there was a brisk northwest
wind blowing against the
ridge. He was able to stay
up for 1 hour and 34
minutes, an excellent flight
for that time. This was
O’Meara’s first soaring
flight and the first soaring
flight in the Elmira arca. As
a wresule,” the NGA
enthusiastically decided to
hold the first National
Soaring Contest in the
Elmira area in the fall of
1930. “One might wonder
what Elmira’s future would
have been in soaring if there
had not been ridge winds
blowing that weekend,”
said Paul A. Schweizer.

Over the next few years,
takeoff sites were improved.
Thermal soaring conditions
were present most of the time
but they had no way to reach
them. They realized they
needed a site where gliders
could be launched to greater
heights by auto, winch or even
acro tow. A site was located,
now known as Harris Hill.

This Landmark honors thi
Chemung County community
and the pioncering soaring
pilots who flew in Elmira. A
plaque was mounted on
a stone and placed near the
Harris Hill Soaring
Corporation hangar. A special
“thank you” to Simine Short,
Chair of the NSM Landmark
Sub-Committee, and those
who helped her make this very
special event a huge success.




BRIAN L.
LITTLE

~ JOINS NSM
STAFF
RS

EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR

A

native of
Painted
Post, NY,
Brian was
active in
. B Oguay
Scouting and Civil Air
Patrol. _AS a Cadet he
attended a National Soaring
Encampment at Harris Hill,
took flying lessons at Costa’s
Airfield in Painted Post, and
of his
squadron’s Search and
Rescue Team. A graduate
of Corning Community
College, Brian worked
summers at the Corning

was a member

Summer Theater where he
progressed from Apprentice
to Technical Director (TD).

In 1988, after years of
major accomplishments in
the TD role around the
United States, Brian formed
Stage Net, Inc. to provide a
greater impact on the quality
of production, emphasizing
detail design and pre-
production planning. In
1990, he returned to this
area to raise his family. He
continues to reside in rural
Painted Post with his wife
of 17 years, Maryalice, who
home-schools their two
daughters and is active in
Girl Scouting.

Stage Net has supplied
technical support for local
non-profit organizations,
including the Arts of the
Southern Finger Lakes” “A
Festival of Art” for its first

seven years. He has also
produced marketing videos
for local companies and
concerts. Prio_ﬁz.tq joining
NSM, Brian served as the
Event Coordinator at the
Corning Museum of Glass,
organizing the elements for
eighty-five events over six
months.

In April 2000, Brian was
contracted to manage
NSM’s special events and
education programs. He
enjoyed preparing for and
participating in IVSM-2000
as well as the two weeks of
Collins Aviation
Camp. He maintains a calm,
respectful, and organized
work environment. Brian
brings to this position strong
organizational, people
management, and
communication skills. He
has been an extremely
valuable asset during the
expansion work at NSM; his
knowledge in
construction field has
allowed us to progress
without flaw and on time.

A sincere welcome to
Brian from everyone at
NSM.

Eileen

the

continued from page 1

Gross Sky Ghost Youth
Achievement Award

Shown below is Michacl
Rought, this year’s recipient

The Gross award is given
annually to a young
Harris Hill Soaring

Corporation member pilot
in recognition of his/her
accomplishments.

Hugh H. Whitney Memorial
Scholarship Award

Shown below is Jim Webb,
this year’s recipient

The Whitney award is given
to a pilot to aid in achieving
the next level of flight
proficiency.



A NEW
CURATOR FOR
NSM

Dn October 10, 2000,

Erik Pearson joined the staft
of NSM as Curator. Erik
was born in La Crosse, WI
and moved to this area in
carly 1994. He graduated
from high school in
Baldwinsville, NY, in 1993
and SUNY-Potsdam in
1997 with a BA in History.
While digging in to his new
job at NSM, Erik is working
on his Master’s Degree at
Indiana University of
Pennsylvania.

Erik is single and his
hobbies include downhill
skiing, ice hockey, collecting
Legos, and travelling.

An aviation enthusiast all
his life, he has studied
aircraft since he was ten
years old. During his high
school years he sent
acrodynamic studies to
Syracuse University for wind
tunnel testing. His aviation
enthusiasm took him to the
National Warplane Museum
where he volunteered as a
docent and Assistant to the
Curator.

As an intern at the
Airmen Memorial Museum
in Suitland, Maryland,
Erik’s task was to identify
aircraft in 30,000 slides and
photos. He most recently
worked as a Program
Educator at the Chenango
County Historical Society.

A few interesting facts:

v In his spare time
he drives a Zamboni
(ice grooming
machine -- I had to
ask!!)

v His family owns an
international ski tour
company

¥" He can drive any land
vehicle

v He loves cold winter
nights when the stars
are out, especially at
ski areas

v He’s been to
Legoland in Denmark

We are very fortunate to
have Erik on the staff at
NSM; he is a welcome asset.

HERITAGE EXPANSION CONTINUES

ork continues on the
expansion of the National
Soaring Museum. When
complete, NSM will enjoy
an additional 10,000 square
feet of new exhibit space.
Two exhibit areas will be
added, as well as an improved
library and archives, and a

brand new Gift Shop. Look
for more information from
the Gift Shop on our website
(Www.soaringmuseum.org).
Flyers will be included in our
publications, allowing easier
access to our Gift Shop
merchandise.

GIVE A GIFT
FROM THE
NSM GIFT SHOP

I o the right is a picture of

a new pin and tie tac available
in the Gift Shop. They are
made in Hungary by the son
of Imre Mitre who
participated in IVSM-2000.
B¢ has given us ‘the
opportunity to wear a
beautiful sailplane pin that is
mounted on a piece of wood
from the Petrified Forrest.
The price for each is § 39.95.
Give us a call, we can ship to
you for a nominal extra fee!
DON’T FORGET ... GIF1

CERTIFICATES ARE
AVAILABLE

The National Soaring
Museum wishes to
extend our warmest
grétitude to the
following for the
donations that made
our Kitty Hawk Day
holiday celebratio. |

possible:



$39.99

Here are some other
items available in the

Gift Shop!

$4.99

Keychain

The Christmas House
for donated holiday
decorations

Davis Garden Center for
transportation of the
Christmas tree

Humane Society for
making the visit of Santa
and Mrs. Claus possible

Corning Building
Company for the loan of
Santa’s loveseat

‘Lou Smith for
contributing to the cost
of the Christmas tree

$7.99

Keychain

$4.99

Magnet

John Mace III and Bob
Larsen for making the
way accessible

Thank you to the
members, supporters, and
volunteers of NSM for
making this holiday open
house, with all the
activities, free and open
to the public.

Oh! Look

Elmirans Photograph
Soaring

A new exhibit in the
National Soaring Museum’s
Hilton Honors Gallery
features the artistic, black-
and-white camera works of
locals Fred Loomis, James
Urquhart, and Harold
Davis, taken from 1932
through 1976.

Loomis, a professional
photographer with studios
on North Main Street in
downtown Elmira, attended
the first U.S. National
soaring Contest in 1930 and
came back every year the
Nationals were held in
Elmira through 1946. His
original prints and negatives
constitute the Loomis
Collection within the
National Soaring Museum’s
archives.

Jim Urquhart took
photos on Harris Hill from
the 1930s into the 1970s.
Elic i walstsea
representative for Burroughs
Adding Machine Company
and lived in Elmira for many
years before moving to
Horseheads.

service

Loowmis Collection

Harold R. Davis was
district manager for
Pennsylvania Mutual Home
Life Insurance at the
beginning of World War II.
He worked for the Eclipse
Machine Division of Bendix
Aviation. He competed in
photography shows in Elmira
and Rochester.

The exhibit’s title, “Oh!
Look”, is the name Davis gave
his 1953 photo of a family
admiring a Laister-Kauffman
gliding past.




WATCH
YOUR
MUSEUM
GROW!

Jaye Fish
Director of
Development

A little

over two
years ago,
B8 h e
National
Soaring
Muscum
set out on
our most ambitious project
ever. NSM’s Board of
Trustees approved the
Heritage Campaign, setting
a goal-of $3,150,000 for

Jileeh»™ n c cd e d

impro\’ﬂl]]Cl]tS to your
Museum.

This goal is more than
twice the amount raised for
an expansion in the late
1980s. That campaign
added collection storage
areas, a classroom, and
restoration facilities—all
necessary as our Museum
began to flourish.

NSM is still growing and,
to meet our audience’s
needs, is raising funds for
what I call “the 3 Es” —

EXPANSION. We
simply need more room.
NSM owns the world’s
largest collection of gliders
and sailplanes, yet we
haven’t enlarged our exhibit
space since 1978. The
Heritage Campaign’s goals
include more than doubling
the Heritage Hangar and
exhibit space, enlarging and
upgrading the library, and
making our entry and gift
shop more inviting.

EXHIBITS. What will
be displayed in those new
exhibit halls? And what
about the old exhibits? The
goal is to completely re-
invent how we share the
history, art, and science of
soaring with our visitors.
The Museum is working
now with a professional
design team to transform a
visit to NSM into a truly
exceptional experience for
all.

ENDOWMENT.
Adding so much to your
Museum leads to the
ultimate goal of more
services for you and our
more
exhibits, more programs,

many visitors:

more archival and collection
access. These activities can’t
happen, however, with our
pre-campaign staffing level.
Building NSM’s operating
endowment will allow us
to add full-time curatorial
staff and additional
personnel to support our
expanded operations.

So, how are we doing?
Through December, we
have raised more than 76%
of our dollar goal. We hope
to reach 100% by
December 2001, so if you
haven’t given yet to the
campaign, now is the time!
We have already begun to
build on the Heritage
Campaign’s early success.
Last year, we added 4,800
sq. ft. to the Heritage

Hangar. And construction is
underway now on our new
north wing. It will house two
additional exhibit halls and the
expanded library.

Want to see for yourself?
If you have access to the
internet, you can check out
our progress anytime you like.
Just point your browser to:

Www.soaringmuseum.org/
growth00.htm

We post new color photos
every week or two, so visit the
site often.



RECOGNITION
OF FRIENDS
OF THE
MUSEUM
JULY -
OCTOBER
2000

HERITAGE CAMPAIGN

(Includes pew gifts and payments made
77172000 throwah 10/31/2000. Total
Jift levels will be caleulnted at the end
of the Campaign.)

Anonymous (2)

Drs Alan Angell & Beth Dollinger

Dan & Janice Armstrong

Best Western Marshall Manor

Boeing Inc

Robert Buchwalder

Francis & Hazel Bundy

honor—Richard Ball, James
Norton, & Robert Breiling

Howard & Helen Burr
memory—Ernest Schiveizer

Jeffery G Byard

The Cannon Family
Bradford & Ellen Cannon
R. Laurent & Betsy Cannon
Walter B. & Irene Cannon
Woodward Cannon
Sarah Cannon Holden
memory—Philip Y. Cannon

Bruce H & Margee Carmichacl

Tammi & Dean Carswell

Felix & Elizabeth Chardon

Chemung Canal Trust Company

Dr & Mrs Roy D Clark Jr

Corning Incorporated Foundation

Seth Coulter

Linda C DeMarco
memory—Louis A Grondal

Mrs Warren E Eaton Jr
memory—Warren Enton

Grant & Jaye Fish

Robert & Alice Gaines

Geroulds Professional Pharmacy

Eberhard & Trudy Geyer

Jack and Audrey Howey
memory—june Kay Howey

Howard B Johnson

Kimball Realty Group Inc

Mr & Mrs Kirk William Kistler

Alex T LaBrecque

Richard Lyon

James Theresa Mirando

Jonathan Mis

New York State

Paul Prunier

Thomas & Patricia Santulli

Paul H & Lauren Schweizer

William & Margaret Schweizer

T Curran & Barbara Sekella
memory—Youstan Sekelln

Peter Shawhan

Mrs A M Shober

Billy J & Sylvia Singleton

Richard G Tanis

Eberhard & Audrey Thieme

Toshiba Display Devices Inc

Howard F Townsend

Lynn Van Campen
memory—_Berington R Van
Campen

The Zigas Family
memory—Sidney Zigas

ANNUAL MEMBERS

SILVER BENEFACTOR
53,000+

The Hilliard Foundation

BENEFACTOR
Jeffery G Byard
Edward F & Marion Knight

Foundation
Floyd & Isabel Sweet

$1,200+

SPONSOR
Wylie H & Shirley Mullen

$300+

SUSTAINING $125+
Caesar Creek Soaring Club

The Christmas House

Elmira Savings & Loan FA
George E & Mildred Hanff
Richard & Edna Kurzenburger
Long Island Soaring Association
Maj Bennett O Moyle

FAMILY $45+
Whitney R & Evelyn S Allen
Mrs Richard W Brandt Jr
Robert O & Holly Buck
Scott & Kathleen Calvert
Felix & Elizabeth Chardon
Norman R Corwin

Samuel Fine

Mr & Mrs Paul Finestone
Robert & Alice Gaines
Robert € Gibbons

Mark & Gay Gross

Mr & Mrs Donald A Gurnett
Mr 8& Mrs E Gene Hammond
Willis M Hawkins

Jan & Eldora Holm

W O & Nancy Hoverman
Rick and Pat Howell

Clinton & Lois Janes
Mohawk Soaring Club

Martin & JoAnn Nasadowski

Mr & Mrs William A Ordway
Maxwell H & Carol Parker

John C & Joy Pierce

Jane F Robens

Jeffrey & Peggy Stringer

Monty & Janell Sullivan

B A L J VanWickevoort-Crommelin

INDIVIDUAL
Bracme Barton
Ludwig Binkert-Stebter
Arthur H Bortz
Dale A Busque
Bryan Cepak
Seth G Coulter

'era V Dauman
Benjamin F Emge
Lewis W Hull
Kenneth L Kladiva
Reuben G Klammer
Rudy Kunda
Frederick F Loomis
Richard Lyon
James D McWilliams
Emma R Novotny
David ] Roderick
Edgar D Seymour
Simine Short
Michael Shuter
Sterling V Starr
Treu Office Supply

$30+

IN-KIND GIFTS

Dalrymple Corporation

W Barron Hilton

Seneca Stone Corporation
Simine Short

Weiss Construction Company

MEMORIALS

Howard & Helen Burr

memory—-Ernest Schveizer
Steve Low

memory—Ernest Schweizer
Leeley Myers

memory—-FErnest Schweizer
National Warplane Museum Staff

memory—-Ernest Schweizer
Lisa N Setz

memory—~Ernest Schveizer




National Soaring Museum

NOTE: NSM is converting
our list of friends to a new
computer system. Let us know
tf your mailing label doesn’t
read properiy.

Thanks!

Mr and Mrs Dale Storch
506 W HILL RD

DEEP HOLLOW FARM
ELMIRA, NY 14903-9340

We were delighted to have
former NSM Trustee, Gene
Hammond, visit us this

FORMER NSM
TRUSTEE,
GENE
HAMMOND,
VISITS NSM

- summer. Pictured below are
Gene two
grandchildren.

and his

Arvin Remembrance Videos
are now available!

Videos of the Arvin
Rememberance are offered for
sale by the Sailplane
Homebuilders Association. This
April 29, 2000 event was a
historic gathering
commemorating the story and
people of the famed Arvin
Sierra Glider Port, home of the
West Coast Soaring
Championships of 1937-1941.
See the site where records were
broken, large crowds attended
and famous glider pilots soared.
Catch a piece of soaring history
- as vintage gliders fly in to
Arvin again after nearly 60
years, and as the site was
dedicated by the National
Soaring Museum as the 10th
National Landmark of Soaring.
Be there again at this famous
site. The event on April 29th
was like a Who’s Who of
western soaring history - get
your copy now!

Two videos are offered:

#1 - A Casual View of the Arvin
Rememberance - professionally
filmed by Pete Berkson.
Shows many of the activities

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID -
BIG FLATS, NY {
PERMIT NO. 10

held on site, plus much of the
banquet festivities, highlighted
by a presentation by Dick
Tohmsont ) fEhiiss Srsisy
long,wonderful, stellar video!

#2 - Arvin Sierra Glider Port -
developed by Eye Street
Productions, produced by Kern
County's acclaimed Vivian
Tucker, a local historian and TV
reporter. About 18 minutes long,
it includes the TV clip she
developed for local TV news on
the Arvin Sierra Glider Port, plus
“the rest of the story.” Superb
history and filming of a beautiful
site!

Prices:

Video #1 is $26

Video #2 is $§9

Or get both videos for $32.
Price includes postage, handling
and any applicable taxes. If
ordering from outside the US,
add $4 additional postage. We
accept cash or checks in US
dollars.

Make check payable to SH..
Send to: SHA, c¢/o Dan
Armstrong, 21100 Angel Street,
Tehachapi, CA 93561 USA.



