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“The National Soaring Museum preserves and presents the heritage of motorless flight, and
promotes through education, a greater knowledge of soaring, aeronautics, and related physical
sciences for everyone.”

Like a Kid in a Candy Store

Imagine:

* Being born into soaring in the 1930’s, attending
your first national contest at the age of fifteen
months.

* A “Harris Hill Brat” childhood, crewing for your
father at the national contests throughout the
1940’s and 1950’s.

Crewing for Dad again at the 1980 Standard
Class Nationals, and signing up for flying lessons
on the way back home.

 Flying gliders for over twenty years, not as often
as you'd like due to your time constraints as a
busy symphony orchestra executive.

 Retiring from forty years of indulging your
passion for music, only to indulge your passion
for soaring by becoming Director of the NSM.

» Working with and for people who want you to
go and fly on the good soaring days, at a
legendary site that's a three-minute walk from
your office.

Am [ lucky, or what?

It is truly an honor to be entrusted with the
directorship of the NSM, to renew acquaintances
with people who have known me longer than I've
known me, and to meet others with a passion for
and far more knowledge of soaring than | have.

I've spent several months now, familiarizing
myself with the NSM’s operations and
opportunities, challenges and capabilities. I've

Peter Smith flying with Karl Striedieck at the 2003
World & Sports Class Nationals.

learned that though we, like all non-profit
organizations, are struggling in very difficult
times, we have a tiny but terrific staff, a dedicated
and wise Board of Trustees, and hundreds of
devoted members. Now it's time to roll up our
sleeves, bring out the best in each other, and
make the NSM the institution it can and should
be.

I’'m delighted to finally be “home” in Elmira, flying
at Harris Hill, and working at the NSM. | am,
indeed, like a kid in a candy store.
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Peter W. Smith
Director




NSM Enjoys Another
Successful Summer!

By
Norm Smith - Director of Operations

Another soaring season is behind us and with that
comes the chill of fall and the snows of winter. Rain
cut short much of the spring and summer was a blur,
but the museum has done well with admissions and
gift shop sales ahead of 2002. Much attention this past
winter was given to promotion (when, where, how and
how to get the biggest bang for the buck) and the
staff’s efforts have produced great results. Working
closely with the local Chamber of Commerce and the
Chemung County Convention and Visitor Bureau have
helped put NSM back at the forefront as a leading area
attraction.

NSM'’s award winning Eileen Collins Aviation Camp
was a huge success in July, with 32 young ladies and
32 boys attending the camp. As was the case last year,
kids are coming from all over the country and staying
with relatives so they can attend such a unique
summer camp. Where else can 10-14 year old kids be
acquainted with so much aviation in five days. Glider
flight, power airplane flight, tethered hot-air balloon
ride, rockets, GPS, ornithology (bird study),
planetarium, 3 aviation museum tours, weather service
presentation, Corning Museum of Glass, airport tour,
helicopter demo and more. All 64 families left this
year with nothing but praise for the program. (see pg.4
for photos)

Throughout the months of July and August, the
museum hosted children enrolled in the summer
cohesion program of Chemung County, as well as,
200+ kids from an Ithaca, NY daycare program. They
were all given tours and treated to the flight
simulators, hands-on paper airplane and helicoptor
design, plus each was given an opportunity to sit in
the Museum’s Concept 70. The staff does it best to
plant a seed that may instill a future interest in
aviation.

September brought Community Soaring Day, with kite
flying, paper airplane construction, Cornell Raptor
Program and a cold air inflated “hot-air” Balloon
laying on its side for kids to enter and enjoy kicking
beach balls around such a huge balloon. More work
needs to be done to entice the more serious kite flyer
to come and with that the event can only grow and get
better. (see pg. 5 for photos)

The Overnight Soaring Encampment calls are
beginning, and dates will begin to fill with youth
groups coming to spend the night with us. When they
leave the next morning we make sure they have had a
great time and most important, go away with an '
appreciation of soaring.

Many more wonderful happenings occurred during the
busy season, not to mention a visit from Astronaut and
Elmira native Col. Eileen Collins, and reading the
comments from the guest book in the NSM lobby, one
finds that we have a special place and we must
continue to improve and serve those guests who
choose to visit Harris Hill and the National Soaring
Museum.

NSM Flight Simulator Update
By Ryan Smith

The National
Soaring
Museum’s
newest
computer
flight
simulator is ¥
quickly "
becoming a L
reality. The IS, T
NSM has recently obtained a Schweizer 1-26 fuselage
for the cockpit of the full-motion soaring simulator, a
local simulator company has generously loaned a
motion platform to the museum, and software with 3D
graphics depicting the Harris Hill Gliderport has only
just been completed. After the newly arrived fuselage
has been repainted, it will be equipped with electronics
that will allow its flight controls to communicate with
a computer running the flight simulation software.

The fuselage will then be mated with the motion
platform and a projection screen will allow the “pilot”
to see realistic computer generated scenery.

A much more basic simulator recently made its debut
at the 2003 Arnot Mall Think! Science Day. The “NR-
1A” (Constructed by Norm and Ryan Smith, model
one) is a simple simulator designed for young children.
During the fall of 2002 the original NR-1 was built in
the museum’s restoration shop using found materials
and an unwanted cabinet. Over the past few weeks, the
simulator was modified to be more attractive and to
ease ingress and egress. The fresh yellow and blue
paint was barely dry when the first young “pilot™ slid
into the cockpit during the Think! Science Day!



NSM Receives Bequest from
Longtime Soaring Enthusiasts
Jon & Lois Bierens

A generous bequest from Jon and Lois Bierens
occasioned a visit to the NSM by Lois’s sister and
her husband, Gretchen and Wallace Hunt. They
presented a $10,875 check to NSM director Peter
Smith on October 23rd.

Jon Bierens was a longtime member of the
Adrian Soaring Club, where Peter and the
Bierenses became friends at Region 6 North
Contests in lonia, MI. Peter remembered them
fondly, remarking, “I'm delighted, but not the least
bit surprised at this gift. Jon and Lois were very
caring, generous people, deeply devoted to
soaring.”

NSM Director Peter Smith accepting the check from
Wallace & Gretchen Hunt.

Congratulations Ryan!

On October 10th Ryan
Smith, son of NSM’s
Director of Operations
Norm Smith, received
his Glider Pilot’s
License. After i
achieving a perfect score Wi
on the FAA written test, =
he went on to pass the rest with “soaring” colors. He
is currently pursuing his power plane license at Costa’s
Power Service in Painted Post, NY.

Ryan is an asset to the NSM team serving as tour
guide, flight simulator specialist, and as junior
counselor for the Eileen Collins Aviation Camp.

Paul A. Schweizer Celebrates
90th Birthday at NSM

On June :
20th, Paul A. j§
celebrated
his 90th
birthday.
Many family, £
friends, and
well wishers
gathered in
Schweizer
Hall to share in the festivities.

Among the many guests were Congressman
Amory Houghton, who read a special greeting
from President and Mrs. Bush, and NY
Assemblyman George Winner, who read a
birthday message from the President.

From L to R: Ginny Schweizer, George Winner, Paul A,,
Bill Schweizer, Amory Houghton.
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NSM Exclusive:

Soaring Tie

Maroon or Navy

¢ just
- item 1120

FAA Glider
Flying Handbook

The Glider Flying

Hot off the Press!

preparing for glider
== category rating, and for

A ' their knowledge.
item 281

For the Younger Aviation Enthusiast!

Aviator’s Apprentice item 570

Turner’s Flight item 569

$19.98 each
or as a set for $34.98 item 571

Chris Davey brings to life the excitement &
romance of early aviation. Will Turner’s
adventures are centered around historical
characters & events. These are the first two in a
growing series. Quantities limited.

Polyester/Polyester lining

$19.95

$34.99

Handbook is designed as a
technical manual for those

| currently certificated glider

Soar into the Windrider Giftshop this Holiday
Season for Great Gift Ideas and even Greater Deals!

"Vr-" S ——
Harris Hill Soaring Capital of
America Embroidered Tees!

Great Quality
- 100% cotton/preshrunk

| SM,LXL
. ash, cream, jade, red

item 2024

Soaring Capital of
~ America Sweatshirt

Heavy Weight Lee®
50/50 Blend

S,MLXL $26.99
gold, ash, yellow

item 1172

XXL $29.99
gold, ash, yellow

item 1174

Air Bear T-Shirt

Fits 6 - 24 months
Available in
yellow or blue

$5.99

Only while
supplies last!
item 2029




Great Stocking Stuffers & Holiday Specials!

- NSM Ceramic Coffee Mug NSM Bears!!!
An 8'~" soft & cuddly
companion wearing an

NSM logo t-shirt! 7

'~ Front: NSM logo

Back: Three View of the
| Minimoa

White with black lettering Only $9.99
Microwave/Dishwasher Safe item 927 Reg. $12.99
Just To order, chose one of the following options.

$3'99 each Fax: Fill out order form and fax it to NSM at
(607) 732-6745

item 2006 el e Feur :
e Mail: 51 Soaring Hill Dr., Elmira, NY 14903

A Large and Colorful A TR S R
Selection of Kites! Call: NSM at (607) 734-3128
Mini Diamonds & Deltas - SHIPPING INFORMATION
$3.99 All orders (including overseas airmail) are shipped
Window kites - $5.99 via U.S. priority mail at currant rate unless other
Wright Bros arrangements are made in advance. Call for special
' delivery information and costs. Allow 7-14 days

Replica - $61.99 (limited supply)

delivery for overseas orders.

The NSM giftshop will fill and ship all orders within
two working days. Some items in limited supply, so
order early!

Delta, Eagle, Dragonfly,
| parafoils, 3D Shuttles and
| many more!

Name: Phone:
Address: City, State, Zip:
Method of Payment

Circleone:  VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER AM.EXP CHECK MONEY ORDER
Card # + 3 digits

on back 5 Exp. Date:
Name as it appears on card: Signature:
] Item Number/Brief Description Color/Size | Quantity | Total
1
2
3
4
5
NSM Member Discount 10%
Shipping & Handling Chart — -
orders up to $35 - $7.00 Shipping & Handling | see chart
$35.01 - $75 - $10.00 If NY State Resident [+ 8.25% Tax
$§75.01 - $150 - $12.00 Total Amount
Enclosed




On September 20th NSM held the ann.ua-l' -
Community Soaring Day. Visitors from all over
journeyed to the top of Harris Hill to take part in

the bevy of activities that were offered throughout
the day.

Junior Members of the Harris Hill Soaring Corp.
were on hand to give visitors an up close look at
the sailplanes on display. Rides were also given
at a discount all afternoon.

The runway was filled with the sights and sounds
of the ever popular kite flying contest.

Dr. Philip Chiang of Chesterville, Ohio wowed
crowds with his hands-on unique paper airplane
designs.

Guests of all ages romped inwonderment inside  Spectators got a special treat as the Cornell
a full size walk through balloon provided by University Raptor Program presented several
Balloons Over Corning. different species of birds-of-prey.




Curator’s Corner

A small archive unto itself: Long time pilot and adventurer Cecil M. Craig has donated a collection of
photos and other data documenting his proposed world record distance flight over the Cascade Mountain Range-
All photos come from the NSM Multi Media Archives. Exerpts also taken from the NSM Historical Journal |
Vol. 21, #2, 1999.

Cecil Craig and the Cascade \ﬁrg > 3@

Mountain Range

Objective: To climb in a standing wave over Mt.
Rainier and then transition into a jet stream, and skim
south along and over the Cascades.

Prior to take off, tow pilot Linn Emrich (1), and son
Robert (r) help Craig situate himself in the cockpit of
his LK-10A. For his flight, Craig had a heavy flight
suit, electric socks and gloves, a freshly charged
battery, two barographs (in case one failed), a sleeping
bag, and an emergency kit containing food, flares,
yellow smoke bombs, road maps, animal snares, and a
compass. Not to mention the usual good luck charms
most sailplane pilots carry!

After a dramatic loss in altitude caused by tremendous
sink, he was forced to land here on the eastern rim of
Crater Lake. He was 298 miles and five hours and
twenty-five minutes away from his release point. (X
marks where he landed)

Craig’s LK-10 was towed to 11,000 ft. Atop height  This photo, taken by Mr. Craig, shows the LK-10

of 30,000 ft. was reached during the flight. “Larson  getting lifted out - despite the 200 extra pounds of
hung his body half-way out of the towplane for this ~ weight the spinning helicoptor blades brought down
shot” Soaring, April, 1969. on the sailplane.
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It’s one of the latest
restoration projects
in the National
Soaring Museum’s
82 sailplane and
glider collection;
the Schreder HP-8.
Just looking at its -
razor wings, vee tail, and bullet nose, you know that
Dick Schreder’s second High Performance design
aerodyne was built to go fast and far... For a number
of seasons, all soaring competitors saw of the HP-8
aloft was its tail assembly.

Photo by S.A. Aldott

In the hands of masters like its builder and George
Moffat, the HP-8 performed to expectations in the late
50’s and early 60’s. Schreder won the 1958 Nationals
in the HP-8, and again in 1960. He also set world
records with N34Y (#25, the H-8s racing number) in
three speed categories in 1959. Two of these records
were subsequently raised by Moffat in the same ship at
El Mirage in 1962.

The HP-8 is a special aircraft in the development of
not only the American soaring movement, but of high
performance aircraft, world wide. According to
Robert Stork, former “Bungee Cord” editor and
archivist of the Vintage Sailplane Association, “At the
time it was built (1958) the HP-8 was one of the
highest performance sailplanes in the world. It was
the first of many following designs by the late Richard
E. Schreder, Bryan, Ohio. Schreder became the
country’s and possibly the world’s foremost designer
of homebuilt metal high performance sailplanes.”

In the November-December 1959 issue of Soaring
magazine Dick Schreder said that the HP-7, which
was lost the day after the 1957 Nationals ended, had
so spoiled him that by November the same year, he
was back at the drawing board.

He noted that the HP-8 evolved from the HP-7, and
outwardly resembled it. The HP-8 was eighty pounds
heavier, had closer rib spacing, a different airfoil,
retractable wheel shock absorbers, hydraulic brake,
speed limiting dive brakes, and simpler assembly
details.

On the early morning of July 22, only one week from
the start of the 1958 Nationals, the HP-8 was
assembled and flight tested. In the cool morning air it
performed satisfactorily. Three days and 2,400 miles
later, new trailer, new ship and crew arrived in Bishop,
CA. Later Schreder and the HP-8 racked up 5,905
points, to take first place in the Open Class of the 25th
Annual National Soaring Competition. It was to be
only the first of several honors won during the ship’s
soaring lifetime.

Restoration Update

With the help and advice of Rich Horregan, formerly
of the Smithsonian Institute, Bob Jackson has figured
out the logistics of restoring the HP-8. According to
Jackson, work to date has consisted of stripping paint
and removing the 100+ pounds of Bondo that had
been added over the years, and that preparation for
painting will be the toughest job.
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He will replace some of the canopy and repair the
front sections in accordance with restoration
procedures. Mechanical repairs are also going to be
made - a new “period” instrument panel will be
constructed. The only remaining problem without a
solution is a trailer for the return trip from Fairfield,
PA. Mr. Jackson hopes to have the restoration
completed by May 2004.
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