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“The National Soaring Museum preserves and presents the heritage of motorless flight, and
promotes through education, a greater knowledge of soaring, aeronautics, and related physical
sciences for everyone.”

Community Soaring Day brings
“Kite”’ Citement to Harris Hill!

The weekend of Community Soaring Day
started out with what seemed like endless rain. We
weren’t even sure that the event would be able to
happen. Luckily by Saturday morning the clouds
parted and the weather redeemed itself with
sunshine and the perfect winds for kite flying.

Hundreds from all over the region made the =
trek up Harris Hill to take part in the day’s many
activities. The whole hill took part in the festivities
including Harris Hill Soaring Corporation and — I —
Harris Hill Park. We were lucky enough to have The Elmira Trolley - One of the features at this year’s Community
the Elmira Trolley keep the event connected with  Soaring Day.
rides, making stops at all the venues.

Dr. Phillip Chiang from Chesterland, Ohio had such a good time
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Harris Hill Juniors take advantage of the sunshine on at Community Soaring Day last year, that he brought his unique
Community Soaring Day by washing cars as a fundraiser for paper airplane designs again this year. His hands-on
their club. demonstrations and contests were once again among the most

popular attractions of the day.




NSM’s First Travel Series to NYC a Hit!

The National
Soaring Museum kicked
off its travel series day
trip to NYC on
Wednesday, June 30",
The group of 40 was
greeted with a beautiful
sunrise glistening over
Harris Hill as they
climbed aboard the
deluxe motorcoach in
anticipation of the
journey. Around 10 a.m.
the skyline of the city e
came into view and the once qu1et bus began to stir.
The first stop was the USS Intrepid, a 900 ft long
aircraft carrier. The newest arrival was the British
Airways Concord, which had just opened to the public
four days prior to our visit. Time went by so quickly,
seeing everything the Intrepid had to offer was next to
impossible in our time frame.

The group anxiously awaits a chance to climb aboard rhe
Concord.

The next stop was the NYC Waterways Harbor
Cruise Line. After boarding the boat, some ventured to
the top level for the best view. The 90-minute cruise
took us by many of the greatest historic sites the city
has to offer including the United Nations, Ellis Island,
and even the dock where the Titanic would have
landed. One of the most memorable sites was where
the World Trade Center once stood; only one of the
two glass atriums remained. A short distance away
stood the majestic Statue of Liberty. At the time of
our visit it was still closed to visitors, but it was
reopened in July.

A view of the deck of the USS Intrepid, with the city in the
background

After all the fresh sea air and sunshine, 1t was
off to Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum to mingle with
the rich and famous. The group was able to get up
close and personal with the likes of former Mayor
Rudy Guilliani, Neil Armstrong, and Marilyn Monroe!
With five floors and 200 celebrities it sometimes was
difficult to figure out who was real and who wasn’t.
Lunch was just a short walk to McDonald’s in Time
Square, the heart of NYC.

For most on the trip this was an adventure of a
lifetime, and what a great group it was. Several have
since stopped by NSM for a visit. With the tour bus
filled to capacity, the trip was a success. NSM is
currently working with Travel Trust to plan more
excursions. Stay in touch for upcoming events.

“We rated this trip excellent and the value far
surpassed our expectations!”
Marlene Kemp & grandson Jamie

“Had a great time!”
Mary & Quinton Kettell

“I’m sure it was a lot of work to plan this trip.
My mom and I had a great time. Thanks.”

Patti & Joan Mitchell



Paul A. Schweizer

1913

- 2004

Paul Schweizer was the soul of American
soaring. He was a contest pilot, but soaring
was more important to him than winning. He
manufactured gliders, but soaring was more

important to him than profit. He was a
historian, but the future was more important to
him than the past. He was a dreamer, but
action was more important to him than talk.

He was a spokesman, but he preferred to

listen. He was an engineer, but he was
eloquent. He was wily and wise. And very kind.

Schweizer 1-26 Simulator Update

A view of the current progress that has been made on the 1-26
simulator.

In our quest to provide interactive education at
the National Soaring Museum, we have begun
construction of one the most advanced flight
simulators in any upstate New York aviation museum.

Currently, the project is roughly halfway
completed, now that the major components have been
acquired. A Schweizer 1-26B fuselage was donated by
Pat DeNaples of the Caesar Creek Soaring Club in
Ohio. The original wings were damaged in an
accident, so a new set of wings with a 12-foot span is
being constructed. The fuselage will receive a new
coat of paint, as shown in the accompanying computer
rendering. The veteran 1-26 is mounted on a “three
degrees of freedom” motion platform provided by
John Sarnicola, of Sarnicola Simulation Systems in
Binghamton, New York. The motion platform will

A concept drawing of what the finished simulator is going to look
like.

communicate with the computer to match the attitude
of the sailplane in the flight simulation software. In
other words, if the “pilot” moves the glider’s control
stick to the left, the motion platform will bank left as
well, up to 30 degrees. “Three degrees of freedom”
refers to the platform’s ability to move in three ways:
pitch, roll (bank) and “heave,” or vertical up and down
motion. Future plans include mounting a projection
screen in front of the pilot, to display a virtual flight
environment, allowing a user to see a photo realistic
view of the earth below.

The NSM’s current flight simulators are
extremely popular with kids of all ages and we are
excited to be working on a new version that will raise
the bar of the soaring museum’s simulator program!




EILEEN COLLINS

AVIATION CAMP

This year 25 young ladies and 35 young men
took the opportunity to come through NSM’s doors
and participate in the Eileen Collins Aviation Camp, a
camp that brings some of the brightest kids together
for five days of fun. In its ninth year, children from all
over the country, from Maine to New Mexico, get the
opportunity to learn about everything from launching a
rocket to birds of prey to staying aloft in a sailplane.
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At the Ovid Skydiving School, the g

irls get to experience free-fall
simulation and learn how to pull a rip cord to deploy a
parachute.

Though the weather during the ladies camp
was a challenge, rain followed by...... more rain, the
spirit of the camp was never dampened. New
friendships were formed, and the singing during the
bus rides took everyone’s thoughts off the rainstorms.

Changes are made to the week’s schedule if it
can improve the camp, but also to give the returning
campers a new experience. This year Cornell
University’s Spacecraft Planetary Imagery Facility and
a birds of prey lecture/demonstration was added with
great success. Next stop was the Finger Lakes
Skydivers facility at the Ovid, NY airport. The kids
toured an Aanatov AN-2, saw how a skydiver’s
parachute deploys and got to see skydivers
plummeting towards the earth at very high speeds.

The only downside from the camp....we have
many parents disappointed that they aren’t able to
participate and enjoy the wide variety of activities
offered during this exciting camp.

NSM Outreach Programs Shine!

By Norm Smith O;'rectf'af Operations/Coordinator of Education

The boys learn a lesson in teamwork as they unpack a hot air
balloon with Balloons Over Corning.

“Out”’reaching New Heights!

“There will always be a frontier where there is an
open mind and a willing hand.”
Charles F. Kettering

The willing hands come from the NSM staff

taking the excitement and exhilaration of aerospace to

schools and events in our geographical area. We are
finding that as we travel to area schools, teachers and
school administrators are reporting to neighboring
schools of the quality outreach programs that NSM is
offering.

Long time friend of the Museum Erwin Jones gives a tour to one
of the many motorcoach groups that come through our doors.

From full size PW-
5 and Schweizer 1-19
demonstrations to remote
control sailplanes, a
computer flight simulator
with joystick and rudder
pedals (present), to our 1-
26 hydraulic operating
simulator (under
construction), NSM
outreach programs are
continuing to take giant
strides in reaching the
community. Even NSM Curator Bill Gallagher takes
part, appearing as Orville Wright (right).

The staff is working toward having both the
full-size sailplane (PW-5) and the 1-26 simulator in a
covered trailer, ready for transportation to any of our
local schools or events. The exposure for NSM and the
educational experience will be invaluable,

This year we’ve been all over the region taking
various traveling exhibits to schools and community
groups. In March we will be traveling to Interlaken,
NY with the PW-5. The teachers there have centered
their entire reading program around aviation, and our
program is the students’ end of the year reward. It’s a
good example of how the great reputation of NSM
educational programming is reaching the far corners
of Central New York.
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Ryan Smith shows a group of onlookers the inner working of the
PW-5 in Waverly, NY at their Centennial Celebration.

The Schweizer 1-19 is one of the highlights at the Big Flats
Historical Convention.
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SAILPLANES

With each overnight we take a youth group and
attempt to instill a sense of team work with activities
like aerogami and flight simulation. During the
overnight we not only offer a quick coarse in soaring
history, but also the chance to shine with hands-on
wing rib building and unique paper airplane
demonstrations and contests. It’s truly unique
experience for all to enjoy.

NSM has helped several boy scouts achieve merit badges in
aviation by molding the overnight encampments to fulfill the
requirements.




From the Director

Next year marks the 75" anniversary of the
unique relationship between Chemung County, New
York and the soaring community. The National
Soaring Museum and the soaring facility that is home
to the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation are located in a
County park. While NSM and HHSC are both private
non-profit organizations, their buildings and grounds
are owned and maintained by the County.

It is remarkable that Chemung County has
partnered and supported the soaring community for
almost 75 years, through both good and hard times.
At the NSM, we are well aware that the County
currently faces severe financial challenges, and we are
trying as best we can to minimize our dependence on
it. By such measures as closing on weekends in
January and February, turning on gallery lights only
when visitors are present and maintaining minimum
safe temperatures in the galleries and archives during
the winter months, we have reduced electricity usage
12% this year. NSM staff members are not averse to
picking up mops and brooms, changing light bulbs,
cleaning rest rooms, etc., because we know County
employees are reduced in number and stretched very
thin.

HHSC is likewise sensitive to the strain the
County is under, and its members pitch in to help
maintain the buildings and grounds they use.

Chemung County currently has two
representatives on the NSM’s Board of Trustees, Mike
Belosky and Ann Clarke. They both take very
seriously their responsibilities as Trustees, and are
very helpful to the staff — yet another form of County
support.

Support for the National Soaring Museum
comes from all over our nation, as it should, and we
won'’t forget that it is our responsibility to record and
repeat the story of Soaring throughout America. But
neither will we overlook the fact that we have no
greater supporter than Chemung County, New York,
and it’s been providing that support for a very long
time.
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Peter W. Smith
Director

Current NSM Trustees

* Moses J. Acee - Westmoreland, New York
* Robert H. Ball - Vienna, Virginia
* William D. Batesole - Ludlow, Vermont

¢ Michael Belosky - Elmira, New York

« Jeffrey G. Byard - Atascadero, California
* Walter B. Cannon - Palo Alto, California
¢« Ann L. Clark - Horseheads, New York

* Robert E. Gaines - Jasper, Georgia

¢ Kai Gertsen - Rush, New York

« Robert D. Jackson - Fairfield, Pennsylvania
* Dean Kramer - Bernville, Pennsylvania

* Bernard Paiewonsky - Bethesda, Maryland

» David Raspet - Fountain Valley, California

¢ Bertha M. Ryan - Ridgecrest, California
e Karin A. Schlosser - Elmira, New York

¢ Peter S. Schweizer - Elmira, New York
» Lisa N. Setz - Bordentown, New Jersey
 Jack Steen - Ada, Michigan

* Floyd J. Sweet - Sterling, Virginia

e Jan van den Blink - Elmira, New York

Meet Pat Helm!
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The NSM would like to welcome Pat Helm of
Horseheads, New York as the newest member of our
volunteer team. Pat retired from Elmira College where
she worked as the Bursar for thirty years. She has
proven to be an asset in daily operations of the gift
shop, never hesitating to lend a helping hand.
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Hutter 17

The H-17 was designed by brothers Ulrich and
Wolfgang Hiitter in Salzburg, Austria. The “177
indicated the glide ratio. The brothers wanted a ship that
was more maneuverable than the large German
sailplanes of the time. With less than a 10-meter span
the Hiitter 17 had a high wing loading, but a low
structural weight. After successful test flights, Ulrich
and Wolfgang flew their diminutive glider at the 1934
Austrian National Competition. The Hiitters sold plan
sets until they joined Schempp-Hirth, which then built
about five of them as the Géppingen 5 with the addition
of a windshield and main wheel. Many were built from ; ._
plans worldwide and several are still flying. The Hiitter 17 on display in the lobby of the Museum.

The glider on display (right) was assembled from CF-RCD has had several U. S. owners including
a kit prior to World War II by Fred Weber of North  Karl Conz, Dale Busque and Dana Darling, finally being
Battleﬁeld, Saskatchewan, Canada. It was stored dl.lI'iI'lg acqujred in 1972 by the Soa['ing Society of Dayton_
the war. It had about 25 hours flying time when  Actual restoration work is credited to Marvin Frost, one
purchased after the war by another Canadian, G. C.  of their members. In 1975, CF-RCD was donated to

Redzich, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in 1954. He made the National Soaring Museum by the Soaring Society
about 31 flights in the Hiitter. of Dayton.

EOGASE Up To Date

John “Corky” Gill

Celebrates 7000th Flight

EOGASE as seen from the balcony.

With the recent additions of a Schleicher
ASW-24 and ASW-27, and a Rolladen-Schneider LS-
8, the Evolution of Gliders and Sailplanes Exhibit
(EOGASE) is up to date. Colonel Ray Kleber of
Goldsboro, North Carolina recently shipped the latest - 2 PR A S
three beautifully hand-crafted models which are Friend of the museum Corky Gill achieved his 7000th
mounted and currently on display. EOGASE spans flight on September 25, 2004.
from the 1883 Montgomery #1 to the 1998 Schempp-

Hirth Discus II.
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Editor & Production
M. Anne Touvell
NSM News is published four times
a year by the National Soaring
Museum for all Museum friends.
Address inquiries to National
Soaring Museum, Harris Hill, 51
Soaring Hill Drive, Elmira, NY

14903
Phone: 607-734-3128

Fax: 607-732-6745

Email: nsm@soaringmuseum.org
Hours: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. daily
Closed Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Eve and Day, and New

Year’s Eve and Day.
Check out our website at:

http://www.soaringmuseum.org

Mr and Mrs Calvin Weiss
6092 Edgebrook Blvd

Parma Heights OH 44130
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NSM gets a visit from the.Acura NSX Car Club as

"I part of their weék long rally at Watkins Glen.



