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A Museum Full Of Happy Campers

With a history of success at the Eileen Collins sum-
mer camp and the overnight
encampments, the NSM opened
its doors for a special winter day
camp during the February
Presidents Week school holiday.
A lot of pre-event press cover-
age in the local papers ensured
our full compliment of 18 camp-
ers between the ages of 7 and
12. Every day from 9 until 4 they
learned about soaring and aviation,
mixed with a whole lot of fun.
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Though the paper airplanes and
model building were big hits, the
favorite was working the new Hot
Seat Chassis Flight Simulator and
viewing Corning Community College's Portable Star Lab. &=
: During breaks the kids played games and tried their skill &8
I This Issue with the Ping-Pong table and aviation-themed indoor
: i mini golf course.

Education.... 1,3

Events ......1,2 Credit goes to the hard work and planning of Norm Smith, Education Director,

JVSM 2009.....2 and Lisa Bartlett, Gift Shop Manager. The camp's success far outperformed

Museum expectations and at least two of the campers are coming back this summer for

 Services.........3 the Eileen Collins Aerospace Camp.

My Story

Corky Gill

Interview.......4-5 2009 Symposium, Community Soaring Luncheon,

e Hall of Fame Ceremonies

Kirby Gull and Dedication of the Dick Johnson Gallery

Restoration .7

s Mark your calendars for the May 1st and land: Bungee Launching Only!."
2nd weekend. You won't want to miss a Museum Director Peter Smith on "The
minute. Registration starts at 10am on Lustig Sky Train: A 75th Anniversary
Friday the first, the Community Secaring Remembrance" and David Raspet
Luncheon begins at noon and a guided speaking on "Dick Johnson's Legacy to
tour of the museum follows. Soaring". After which is the much
This year's symposium has an "all- deserved dedication of the Richard H.

star" lineup of speakers on riveting soar- Johnson Gallery with a reception
ing topics. Friday it will be Jan Scott, "A following. A great chance to honor a
Recent Retro Soaring Event in Switzer- legend in soaring.

Continued page 2
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International Vintage Soaring Meet

They just don’t build ‘'em like that any more ....

For the ultimate in soaring entertainment join us for the 2009 International Vintage
Soaring Meet, co-sponsored by the Vintage Sailplane Association, Harris Hill Soaring
Corporation and National Soaring Museum. The

field of gliders is growing and this year's meet will
offer some very special surprises. Jan Scott will
be bringing his Pratt-Read, Walt Cannon his
Zugvogel 3A. Bob Gaines has promised either his
1939 Slingsby Petrel or if that isn't finished, the
Condor IV. The Petrel wing was modified by
Slingsby into a gull and only two of the original three
remain. This Petrel, used for early radar observa-

tion tests in England, has a dolly for launch and an

all-flying stabilizer.

Jerry Wenger is bringing 4

ships: the 1943/1944 Swiss Moswey Ill, an Austrian 1944
Spalinger S-18 l1l, a 1952 Grunau Baby IIB and a replica of the
1935 Schleicher Rhonbussard. The Baby, a very popular ship
in its day, went through several developments before this par-
ticular model was introduced. It was built with an open cockpit,
landing skid and airbrakes. The replication of the extremely
complex infrastructure of the Rhonbussard has been an ardu-
ous task, however the finished ship will be a big draw to the
vintage enthusiasts at the meet.

This year's IVSM promises to be an amazing show -- June
27th through July 4th.  Join us for this opportunity to step back
in time and see the colorful sailplanes again gracing the sky.

2009 Symposium, Soaring Luncheon, Hall of Fame

and Gallery Dedication

On Saturday the 2nd there will be tours of the
NSM storage facilities and archives followed at
noon by a Trustees and Symposium Luncheon.
The afternoon session will include "Develop-
ment of Sailplane Designs by the Multi-Faceted
Designers/Builders/Pilots of the 1950s" by
Bruce Carmichael and David Raspet. Evelyn
Zegenhagen will speak on “Hanna Reitsch-A
German Woman Glider Pilot and Her Era", and
Jim Payne on "Think Wave! Reflections on a

Soaring Saga."

Continued from Page 1

A reception will
follow from 6 to 7,
with the U.S.
Soaring Hall of
Fame Induction Banquet honoring
James Payne at 7PM.

Get together with your friends
and fellow soaring enthusiasts,
share stories and honor 2 legends,
Richard Johnson and Jim Payne.
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Every life is a story and in this ongoing series we will bring to
youl the stories of several individual glider pilots. We'll learn
how they got info soaring, their exploits, how it has shaped
their lives and their outlooks.

There are some passions that weave themselves through the
fabric of your life until the boundaries blur and it's hard to distin-
guish one from another. Such is the case with John "Corky" Gill.
Brought up in Elmira, NY just blocks from where NASA pilot
Eileen Collins was raised decades later, both lives were nour-
ished by the sight of motorless aircraft gracing the sky above
their childhoods. And for both it proved an exciting direction for
their lives. To date Corky has flown 7,436 flights and still count-
ing. His love of flying led him to the Air Force and in 1962 he
joined the famed Thunderbirds.

Corky's story:

"When I'was a kid in 1946, [ was 13 vears old, and started
coming up here just to help out and do whatever I could. And if
Fwas fucky, T might get a ride. They had a junior member
program at that time and they didn't own any planes in the
club or any tow planes, but they used to horrow one from
Schweizer aireraft on a weekend sonetimes. We might get a
winch flight which usually lasted 5 minutes or less and then it
was the next guyv's turn. so L didn't get much experience back
in those davs. And of course I didn't have any money to go to a
Jormal school like the Schnweizer Soaring School.

And the other thing was, back in those days the Chamber
of Commerce was very heavilv into the ¢lub here. At that time
it was the Elmira Area Soaring Corporation. They used 1o
govern a lot of the contests and stuff and they would put a
hlockade at ihe end of the road down by the overlook because that
was the onhvway 1o get into Harris Hill back in those days,
There was no back road and they would charge .23 10 get in.
And 'didn't have 8.235 when [ was a kid so we used to sneak in
back through the woods and nnv mother would always fix me a
sandwich and mavbe a cookie. I would get a nickel so I could
buv a soft drink off vne of the tents up there and we'd spend the
day up there and help our, running the tow ropes and stuff and
if vou were lucky vou would get a flicht. And that's how [
kinda got started in it. But like I said, I didn't have any
money. That went on for 2 or 3 years.

[ did get to go dovwn 1o Texas to a
national contest with the Gehrlein's. Back in
those davs they were very big in soaring and
ihev were going dovwn to Grand Prairie, Texas

bv Dallas/FortWorth.  There was a contest
down there and I was going down to crew.
Their son was flving a 1-19 in the contest and
the old man, Larry, was flving a 1-23. So [
helped out wherever we could and stuff. We
had an old 1936 Ford Coupe which towed the
1-19 down there and I don't think that car had
any brakes, but we managed and that was my

first experience in getting away from home.

A few months later I got out of high
school and 6 months afier that | went into the
Air Force. Twas in the Air Force for a total of
21 years. [ never did flv in the Air Force as a
pilot, 'was in aircraft maintenance, but I did
a lor of flving going here and there for the Air
Force. As a matter of fuct 1 have been in all 50
states, been in many foreign countries, Ger-
many, Japan, Korea. Viet Nam, Philipine
Islands, Spain, Turkey, Greece, Libyva, Hol-
lund, England. All those different places I've
heen, which I never could have gone without
heing in the Air Force,

While I was in Germany [ belonged to a
German flving club. I would flv there. In fact
[ gor a Germean pilot's license, an 1.2. [ came
hack 1o the states for my brother's wedding in
1966, I was home two weeks [ guess, and [ did
go up o Schweizer Aireraft and flew some
there. 1 got my Silver Distance flying cross
country from Schweizer. and went back to
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Germany. And they all thought it was great that [ got
my: silver distance and then 1 finally came back to the
states and was stationed in Clovis, New Mexico. There
was a glider ¢lub down in Odessa, Texas and so | used to
drive back and forth on the weekends down 1o Odessa,
Texas, 203 miles one way. I went every single weekend
that I could possibly go. The people down there, Al
Parker, Red Wright, Wally Scott, several of those old-
timers, they were all very good to me and really reated me
well.

And like all people in the military I eventually ended
wp in Southeast Asia and saved enough money over there
to buy my first sailplane, which was a KA-6E. 1 just
recently found out that I think it's in a Museum out in
Washington State, the Port Townsend Museum. | believe,

[ have kind of been at soaring ever since. 1 sold the
K6 and ended up with a Phoebus which | had down in
Texas. I got my Gold Distance and Gold Altitude with
that ship and [ evenruadly sold that and bought a Libelle
while [was still in Texas. After many vears 1 finally got
retived from the Air Force and came home and brought the
Libelle home with me, and have been at soaring ever since.
Since then ['ve owned an ASW20, ASW27 and Discus-
T

In answer to the question of what do you like best about
soaring:

“It's a challenge - 1 kind of like it better than power
Jlving. You are a litile freer when vou are flving gliders .
You have rules that vou must go by and you must keep

attention to what vou are doing when flving gliders. |
think vou have to know more about your capabilities and

what the weather is doing and so forth. When [ was power

Slving it seemed like thev were controlling me and every-
thing I did, I couldn't gain a little altitude or lose a litile
altitude or do something and they would call me and say
‘What are vou doing now?" I kind of stuck with soaring,
vou get a litle more freedom that wayv . It's really why 1
like it. It's so nice to get up there and be able to stay up
there and climb 1o higher altitudes and go cross country
and see the countryside from that aspect.

You can't do it anv more but [ used to flv up here to
Watkins Glen to the race track when they had a race
going. and I could set up over the top of the racetrack if
the weather was good and watch the race because I could
see the race all the way around the complete track, where
the people in the stands could only see what was right in
front of them. (ed. note: Watkins Glen is a road course).

Of course you can't do that anymore. Anyvtime you
have a large collection of people, they usually have a
temporary restriction in that area. It's another security

thing for the terrorists. They don't want somebody
coming in there with an airplane and blowing up a

Sootball game or a world series or something like that,

and that's one of the restrictions they put on now.
When I got out of the Air Force I came back to
Elmira and went to work again for Schweizer, where
I worked before I'went in the dir Force. | finally
retired from Schweizer and now I'm up to Harris
Hill almost every dav. And flv whenever [ can.

All people in soaring to me are great people,
hut of course in any collection of people you ahwvays
meet one that may not come up to vour expecla-
tions, but most of them are all really good people and
no matter how wealthy they are or what country
they are from, thev are good people and willing to
help vou when they can. Even in a competition,
You may be in competition with another guyv but if
vou've got a problem. he'll be there 1o help you.

That is really nice to have. 'wish our politicians
could get along as well as that.

............... Aviation has been my whole life.. |
wouldn't have wanted it any other way.

When asked which of his 7,000 plus flights was
best:

“ There are a lot of bests, it's hard 1o pick one, but
when vou have gone out and made a good flicht, a
good cross country flight. a couple hundred miles, or
even more, (my diamond distance was on the ridge
and was over 300 miles or soj I guess the best time
vou feel is when you are on vour last leg, and out
there yout can see the airport where you are going.
And you know yvou are going 1o make it, and vou
start vour final glide and know you're going to be
home soon. And evervthing is going good.

That is probably the most enjovable time of
any flight, when vou are on vour final glide and
know you 're going to make it. Whether you are in a
contest, a badge leg or just out fun-flying ..

You re on vour final glide for home base and you've
got it made.”

So Corky ends with a great philosophy and wisdom
not only for soaring, but life itself. He is truly a
terrific man, and we thank him for sharing his story.
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Restoration Corner

"Poetic" best describes the design of the Kirby
Gull, which some feel is the most graceful and
aesthetically appealing sailplane ever built. With
gull wings, like its namesake, it soars blithely
through the sky. Originally built by Slingsby Sail-
plane, Ltd. in Yorkshire, England, its purpose was
as a next-step glider for pilots who had "outgrown"
their Kirby Kite or Grunau Baby sailplanes and
were looking for something better. The Gull's
popularity grew quickly. In 1939 with pilot Geoffrey
Stephenson it became the first sailplane to cross
the English Channel in a true soaring flight.

Part of the success of the ship resided in the
fact that it was relatively inexpensive and could be
handled by pilots with limited experience. The most
radical departure from previous Slingsbys was the
adoption of
an Ameri-
can wing
section, the
NACA 4416,
which was
tapered

. over the
%h outboard
panels to a
version of
the RAF. 34
at the tip.
How-
ever the
¢ Gull soon
acquired a
reputation
for spinning
easily,
though it
was also
quick to
recover. In
1939 a Gull
was in-
volved in a double fatal accident. Most Gulls were
impressed into military service during the war, and
those that survived were snapped up by clubs and
private owners.

In 1988 our Museum received a donation of a
Gull from Pat Smith after the untimely death of her
husband Tom Smith. This particular ship, N41829,

— 15308

Wing root section
HACA 4416

Strut cdetails
(Scale x 1.5)

| 2 i

Slingsby
Type 12
Gull

Tip seciion
RAF 34 {Mod)

———

Dram sy e B

Three-1iew

was built from plans in 1942 by Herman Kursawe
in the US. At the time it was donated to the
Museum, it was one of only 2 Gulls still active.

Of course being made from wood, time has
taken its toll. The ship needed a lot of painstak-
ing restoration to bring it back to its glory. This
monumental task is currently being done by
Dave Schurr, who took over the project from an
ailing Bud Brown. As you can see from the
three-view, the intricacies of the ship's construc-
tion make the restoration laborious and slow, but
the workmanship by these men and the volun-
teers they have enlisted is phenomenal. The
photos show the great progress that they have
made.

We look forward to welcoming the ship back
home to the Museum and invite you to come
then and view a large piece of your soaring
history, the magnificent Kirby Guill.

Photos courtesy of Lee Cowie

“Iwas able 1o spend a few davs of therapy at Lavwrenceville
cavith the bavs and the Gull, Progress is constant.”
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