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“The National Soaring Museum preserves and presents the heritage of motorless flight, and
promotes, through education, a greater knowledge of soaring, aeronautics,
and related physical sciences for everyone.”

IVSM-2000 Harris Hill-Elmira, NY July 1-9,2000

In the words of Oscar Boesch, “to see the union of beautifully restored classics of yesterday spliced together with the
sleek super performers of today on the same runway is a tribute to the designers, builders, and ultimately the pilots
who produced and tweaked out the maximum performance of their crafts through countless competitions. The
smooth cooperation in the build-up areas as well as on the runway with such a limited piece of real estate pointed to
the spirit of harmony that accelerated the phenomenal aviation growth curve.”

Oscar Boesch entertains with .
: 5 ) Bernald Smith moderate? He did
another beautiful demonstration,

similar to the one in 1993, in his indead m'j)a’erare r{!e S
S and Oldtimer session hosted and
Schleicher ASW-135.
recorded by NSM.

Sailplane mail flights at the National Florence Bruning prepares rose The Schweizer Aircraft Corporation, as usual,
Landmark of Soaring dedication were flown petals for the ceremonial drop played gracious host to hundreds for tours, a
by Roy McMaster (1) in a Schieicher ASW-27 by Jeff Bvard (in his Schweizer picnie, and fireworks on the 4th of July 2000.

and Jack Wyman (v) in a Franklin PS-2. T'G-2) and Jim Short,
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Jonathan Awards were given by the Sailplane As the primary HHSC contact,
Homebuilders to designers, builders, and pilots Karin Schlosser was invaluable
during the closing dinner hosted by HHSC at in making IVSM-2000 happen.
the Harris Hill Youth Camp.

Ka-6 approaching Harris Hill.

The Fuddy Duddy B-17F, from
the National Warplane Museum,
making a pass over Harris Hill
as part of the festivities.

On the line. John Kalinowski’s LK-104 with WWII

invasion markings.

It was also a quiet time if you wanted it
that way, at the Harris Hill Youth Camp. " il ;
E = 5

To quote a North Carolina officer of
the law - “is that thar one of those
aeroplanes?” Steve Arndt’s modified

Carbon Dragon is examined closely.

For some, [VSM-2000 will be
il remembered as the first major soaring

" , ; . vent on Harris Hill in decades wihout
As in the 1930's, accommodations for the meet e ualrr o ; : ;

i _— y . Ernie Schweizer. One of his soaring
were as luxurious or as basic as needed. , S
sculptures (foreground) and one of his
sailplanes in the background.

4| b

Several of the pilots had their
head in the clouds, others ...
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From around the world they came. The Australian
Motorgliers were ot the nor, bt contingent even brought their Golden Eagle glider to fly.
still made their presence known.

George Applebay brought his Nelson
Hummingbird.

Byard’s Schweizer TG-2 being
towed by the HHSC Piper Pawnee.

The weather cooperated giving a full
week of excellent flving conditions. younger student of the sport at
an interactive NSM exhibit.

Klaus Heyn and a somewhat

Who said it was all fun and games?
Byard's TG-2 being pushed to the line.

Soaring Hall of Fame members at IVSM-2000 included (1 to r) Howie

Burr, Paul A. Schweizer, Ginny Schweizer, Ed Seymour, William
Schweizer, George Applebay, Al Santulli, Bernald Smith, Floyd Sweet.
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HERITAGE CAMPAIGN
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Total gift levels will be calculated at
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Moses and Sophie Acee

Mr and Mrs Steve Albertalli
honor—David F Elliott

Robert A August

Al and Marion Backstrom

Rolf and Tita Bahrenburg

Robert and Marion Ball

Paul L. Behrens

David J. Beltz

Theodore A Bennett, Chemung
County Legislator

Dr and Mrs E Peter Benzing

Peter W Beresin

Bermuda High Soaring

William R Bigge

Howard C Blossom Trust

Oscar Boesch

Martin and Karen Breinlinger

Bradley and Betty Breyman

Donald L and Norma Brooks

Robert and Brenda Brown

William H and Florence Bruning

Gifford Bull

Howard and Helen Burr

Edward S Burris

Mr and Mrs Dale A Busque

Jeffery G Byard

Ed and Betsy Byars

J A and Kristine S Cadwallader

Caesar Creek Soaring Club
memory—>Bruce Helvie

Dorothy Call-Lovell

Mr and Mrs Loris J Charchian

Chemung Canal Trust Co

Dr and Mrs Roy D Clark Jr

Community Foundation of the
Elmira-Corning Area

Corning Inc Foundation

County of Chemung

William and Diana Dade

Vera V Dauman

Thomas C Davey

Linda DeMarco

John C Dellicker

Mr and Mrs Jerome Denton

Richard and Natalie Denton

Mr and Mrs Thomas F Dixon

Charles E Dobkins

George Downsbrough

David Dwyer

Elm Chevrolet Inc

Liam and Judith English

Evans Service Company

Theodore J Falk

Winfried M Feifel

Dr William C Feldbaumer

William M and Cecilia Foley

NSM NEWS

Recognition of Friends of the Museum
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HALL OF FAME INDUCTION
HELD IN ALBUQUERQUE

For the second year, the National Soaring Museum

conducted the Induction Ceremonies for the United States
Soaring Hall of Fame at the SSA Convention. More than
175 looked on as the 1999 inductees -- George Applebay
of Moriarty, New Mexico, and soaring pioneer Octave
Chanute -- were honored.

Octave Chanute’s
great-great-grandson,
Joseph C. Hodges, Jr.,
spoke of his growing
appreciation of
soaring

Stephen Hill presented the tribute to Applebay, whom he
has known and worked with for more than thirty years.
Hill emphasized the ability to inspire and mentor others.
Applebay runs the successful George Applebay and
Associates at Moriarty Airport, specializing in sailplane
and motorglider maintenance. He also is a sailplane
designer, including the Open Class Mescalero and the
15-meter Zuni and Chiricahua.

Simine Short, who chairs NSM’s National
Landmarks of Soaring Sub-Committee, presented a
biographical sketch of Chanute (1832-1910), the civil
engineer turned aeronaut who financed extensive gliding
experiments in the late 19th century, summarized the
experiments of others in his landmark book Progress in
Flying Machines, and carried on an extensive
correspondence with the Wright brothers. Chanute was a
railway bridge builder and used trusses in his bi-plane
designs. The Wrights adapted Chanute’s truss work for
their gliders and the Wright Flyer. Chanute’s great-great-
grandson Joseph G. Hodges, Ir., of Denver, was on hand
for the ceremonies and read several prophetic passages
from Chanute’s book.

Simine Short used overhead graphics to
illustrate her bio sketch of Chanute

NSM NEWS

S8SA President Larry Sanderson (left) hands
Hall of Fame plaque to George Applebay

After the induction, NSM held a gala reception
to honor all Hall of Fame members and their families, with
more than 275 in attendance. A special highlight was a
presentation by National Aeronautic Association president
Don Koranda. He presented the Harmon Trophy to Brian
Jones, who headed the first team to balloon nonstop around
the world.

For NSM, the Hall of Fame ceremonies go beyond
the chance to honor outstanding soaring personalities. As
the official archive of SSA, the Museum uses the Hall of
Fame as an opportrunity to capture the special, human
stories that make up soaring history. The event itself is
also part of the Museum'’s educational programs. That is
the main reason the induction ceremonies are now held at
the SSA Convention. Far more people are able to attend
during the Convention than could come each year to Harris
Hill; so now far more learn about the Hall of Fame. Next
year’s ceremonies will be in Indianapolis.

The traditional group shot of Hall of Fame members
in attendance for the class of 1999 induction: Seated,
left to right: Alcide Santilli, Hannes Linke, Paul
MacCready, Joseph Hodges (for his great-great-
grandfather, 1999 inductee Octave Chanute), 1999
inductee George Applebay, Virginia Schweizer, Bertha
Ryan, Richard Johnson, Floyd Sweet. Standing, left to
right: Charles Spratt, Edgar Seymour, Ed Byars, Paul
Schweizer, William Sproull, Hal Lattimore, Sterling
Starr, Howard Burr, Henry Combs, and Carl Herold.

Summer 2000
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Arvin Comes Alive -- Sixty Years later!l
by Simine Short, Chair National Landmark of Soaring

Saturday, 29 April 2000 - - - National Landmark of Soaring No. 10, Arvin, California.

The Tejon Ranch opened their corrals for the latest addition in the NSM’s outreach program, a
soaring event, just as the owners did some sixty years ago. The text of the Landmark plaque
dedicated as the Arvin-Sierra Soaring Site on the Tejon Ranch summarizes what happened there
about sixty years earlier.

Arvin-Sierra Glider Port, 1937-1941. Located on the hills in front of you,
on the historic Tejon Ranch, the Arvin-Sierra Soaring Port was the site for
the West Coast Soaring Championships. Many of America’s famous glider
pilots made record flights from here, soaring over the mountains and into
the desert. The contests were popular events to pilots and public alike and
the site became the most important glider port in California, legendary in
the history of soaring in America. When World War II shut down activity
here, those star pilots became key to the war effort, as pilots, scientists,
engineers, and builders of advanced aircraft, leaving an aerospace legacy
that exists today.

While several model gliders made lazy circles in the morning sky, the historic Arvin site was readied
for the remembrance ceremony. The “runway” to be used for the glider flight demonstration was
roped off to contain the crowd. However, five cows, wondering what was going on in their land and
refusing to be contained, slowly walked across the pasture and began grazing on the “runway.” Tom
Fane, the Tejon Ranch cowboy and manager of the White Wolf Farm section of the Ranch, was quick
to realize that this might create a problem. He demonstrated -- and this was not part of the program --
how well his dogs were trained. He whistled and two of the dogs jumped from the pick-up truck; he
whistled again and the dogs ran over to the cattle, herded the big animals and drove them down the
hill, away from the soon-to-be active “runway.” Now the scheduled ceremony could begin.

About 300 spectators were driven to the site in volunteer-driven vans. With the U.S. flag flying high,
the Arvin Remembrance Ceremony with its Landmark Dedication began with the salute to the flag
and the “Star Spangled Banner.” Next followed welcoming statements from Janice Armstrong, Chair
of the Arvin 2000 committee, Lawrence Wernli representing the Arvin Historical Society, and Tom
Fane on behalf of the Tejon Ranch.

To reenact the soaring events of sixty years ago, three restored vintage sailplanes landed on the
historic Arvin-Sierra soaring site. The first sailplane, a TG-2 flown by Jeff Byard and Jim Short,

was circling above and waiting for clearance from Dan Armstrong to land. With most of the rocks
removed from the “runway” the day before, the landing in the tall grass amidst the wildflowers was
smooth. A second TG-2, piloted by Doug Fronius and father Bob, landed a few minutes later, also
rolling up the hill in front of the spectators. Souvenir mail carried in these two sailplanes was handed
to the United States Postal Service official and was available for sale after the dedication.
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A short time later, a third sailplane, a Bowlus Baby Albatross, flown by Wayne Spani, appeared in
the sky, thermalling and determining how to best bring the ship down on this strange and historic
ground. Landing of the Baby Bowlus was significant as this type was typical of the ships flown in
Arvin in the late 1930’s. Emotions of the pilots and the spectators were high.

The site on which the sailplanes landed had not changed much during the past sixty years. It almost
seemed as if time had stood still on this mountainous site. One could still see the huge oak tree
under which the contestants’ tents of the 1930s were erected. One could still see the area where the
winch stood, and where the launching cable ran through the grass to the gliders awaiting launch
many years ago.

The ceremony continued with the release of two racing pigeons in memory of two pilots who died in
a midair crash in 1940. Remarks were delivered by Stan Hall. Phil Krauter reminisced about his
participation as a line boy for Lucretia Buxton sixty years ago. Woody Brown remembered the
West-Coast Glider Championships and Hawley Bowlus. Jack Bowlus spoke about his father and the
Bowlus family. It was very apparent that Hawley Bowlus and Lucretia Buxton were on many
people’s mind because both pilots, in their own way, were contributors to the growth of soaring in
California in the 1930s.

The highlight of the event was the National Landmark of Soaring Dedication, with Linn Buell
representing NSM. The bronze plaque was unveiled with Jeff Byard’s help and glistened in the
sunshine.

It was interesting to watch the faces of some of the old-time Arvin alumni who had participated in
these events sixty years ago; their facial expressions looked as if they were reliving the past. Some
also looked with a certain amazement at the three sailplanes which had just landed so many years
later.

The ceremony concluded as Katie McCown sang “America the Beautiful,” clearly and beautifully. It
was an emotional way of ending a memorable event.

This tenth National Landmark of Soaring dedication marks twenty years of NSM efforts honoring
significant people, events and sites which contributed to the growth of soaring in the United States.
This event was special to some of the NSM volunteers who had been with this program for many
years and had participated at past Landmark dedications. The Arvin 2000 committee with the
assistance of the Sailplane Homebuilders Association, the Vintage Sailplane Association and the
National Soaring Museum, all affiliates of the Soaring Society of America, did a wonderful job
honoring the Arvin-Sierra Soaring site and the community with all the people who were active then
and now.

Fig. 1 -- Double aero-tow to the Arvin-Sierra Soaring Port

Fig. 2 -- Coming in to land

Fig. 3 -- NLS No. 10 Plaque (photo by Ray Williams)

Fig. 4 -- The Arvin-Sierra Soaring Port and its crowd during the Remembrance Ceremony
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UPTO THE CHALLENGE

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE

HUMANITIES

Jaye Fish
Director of Development

Fsgure 3 As part of our Heritage Campaign, the National
Soaring Museum is applying for a National Endowment
for the Humanities Challenge Grant. The grant application
covers:

* construction of archives and collections storage,
* construction of exhibit space for the history of soaring,

* endowment for collections care and education staff,
and
® operating endowment.
NSM is asking for $418,750.
If we receive the grant, we will have to match
each NEH dollar 3:1, with new Heritage Campaign gifts
R or pledges. The total of the NEH grant and the matching
= : funds the Museum must raise will bring us to the
campaign goal of $3.15 million. (We’ve raised 70% of
the goal even without the Challenge Grant, thanks to
folks like the ones listed on pages 4-5).

Fortunately, we have several years to collect the
matching funds and can begin to receive matching gifts
now. Most new gifts or pledges made since 11/30/99 are
eligible if not restricted to other uses. Once our
i 5 : application is approved, NSM will be able to receive an

g A : o additional dollar for each three received from our donors,
it B 1 A it ¥R S within certain guidelines.

T — ' If you've already made a gift or pledge since
last December 1, we will be writing to you later in the
year, asking you to verify that you understand about the
ngure 4 NEH Challenge Grant and that it is agreeable with you to

use your gift as matching funds. Responding to the letter
will increase the value of your gift to the Museum by
one-third!

And if you’ve been waiting to see how the
Heritage Campaign was progressing before making a
contribution, now is the time! Use the form on page 11
to send your pledge or gift, and please check the NEH box.
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National Soaring Museum NEH-2

This is how your name will appear on the Honor Wall. Please make
any name/address corrections below. Thank you.

Name(s)
Address
City/ST/Zip

O Yes! I/we want to be part of NSM’s Heritage Campaign and
respond to the NEH Challenge witha. ..

0 gift or
of O $300 O $900
0 $2400 Q $6000
0 $24,000 O $60,000
O Other §

Q pledge (see other column)
Receive “Soaring Heritage” print

Receive framed print

Receive walnut framed print

U YES! Count my gifupledge toward the NEH match!

O This gift will be matched by
A matching gift form is enclosed.

O This gift will be fulfilled with securities or tangible personal
property. Please call ( ) -

O This giftis O in memory of

or O in honor of

Please return this form with your check payable to National Soaring
Museum. Thank you!

NSM NEWS Page 11

O This pledge will be paid in Q yearly O quarterly O monthly
O other installments and fulfilled by 12/31/2001.
O Please send reminders.
O Please charge all scheduled payments to the account below.,

O First payment is enclosed. O Payments to begin

O Please charge this gift to: O VISA O MasterCard
0 AmEx O Discover

Card Number
Exp. Date Day Phone ( ) -
Signature Date

GET YOUR FREE, LIMITED EDITION

“SAILPLANE HERITAGE” PRINT!

Be among the first to give at least $300 to the Heritage
Campaign and receive our handsome 18x24, full-color
poster, suitable for framing. Or contribute $2,400 or more
and the poster comes framed and ready to hang. Only 300
were printed, so send your gift or pledge today!

National Soaring Museum
Harris Hill - 51 Soaring Hill Drive
Elmira, New York 14903-9204

The National Soaring Museum is a 501 (¢)(3) nonprofit organization. The value
of recognition items received for your gift to the Heritage Campaign will not
effect its deductibility; the full value qualifies as a tax-deductible, charitable
contribution according to current IRS regulations.
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NSM News is published four times a year by the
National Soaring Museum for all Museum friends.
Address inquiries to National Soaring Museum, Harris Hill,
51 Soaring Hill Drive, Elmira, NY 14903,

Phone: 607.734.3128 Fax: 607.732.6745
Email: NSM@soaringmuseum.org
Hours: 10:00am to 5:00pm
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day,
and New Year’s Day
Check our website at http://www.soaringmuseum.org
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR CADETS VISIT NSM

On April 15, 2000, some 45 members of the Royal Canadian Air Cadets from Stratford, Ontario,
Canada visited the National Soaring Museum. They were very appreciative of the information
provided by NSM and are convinced this information will broaden the cadet’s horizons and create
a greater sense of awareness of aviation, both present and past.

(Left: the bus driver telling his harrowing story of the journey up Harris Hill!)




