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The National Soaring Museum preserves and presents the heritage of motorless
[flight, and promotes through education, a greater knowledge of soaring,
aeronautics, and related physical sciences for everyone.

IN THIS ISSUE:
IVSM 2012 Recap

Update on Education

Introducing: Zanonia

and MORE!

National Soaring Museum
51 Soaring Hill Dr.
Elmira, NY 14903-9204
Tel: (607) 734-3128
Fax: (607) 732-6745
Email: nsm@soaringmuseum.org
Website: www.soaringmuseum.org [|-By Ron Ogden
Hours: 10am-5pm Daily IVSM this year was about the best time I have had on Harris Hill - and it

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve||has to compete in my mind with a lot of good times here in what is one of the most
and Day, and New Years Eve and ||beautiful and interesting places to fly in America. Eighty years ago when glider flying
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William Schweizer stands next to Phil Westcott’s newly restored Schweizer 1-23B after giving it a thorough looking-over.
The glider won the “Best Schweizer Award” at this year’s IVSM,
Photo by Caitlin Stevens

IVSM 2012

Day was barely more than a gleam in the eye of a few hardy souls, Chemung County set
this place up as a center for gliding competitions, and there have been a lot of them
NSM News is a quarterly ever since: national contests, regional contests, the 1-26 events (love to see them
publication by the National come back), 75 years of Snowbird contests in the wintry November winds, and now
Soaring Museum for all Members five vintage convocations, and the latter are the most fun. And there are a lot of good
and Friends of the Museum. reasons why.

Mary Flasphaler, that stalwart organizer,
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manager, registrar and coffee-maker, said that the

reason why IVSM is so much fun is that “it’s a chance to
see everybody” She knows everyone who actively
participates in IVSM or other Museum events, and the
Meet is her best chance to see old friends and meet new
ones. She mentioned how much she enjoyed seeing Dale
and Lorraine Busque and their family, saying it was a
“nice highlight” (the Busques have lent NSM the
“Zanonia”) and she thought again about Bob Gaines and
how much an impact his passing has had on our sport.

“How nice they all are,” she said.

When asked for a reminiscence Jim Short,
president of the co-hosting Vintage Sailplane Association,
sent this note: IVSM Chairman Jeft Byard and William Schweizer ring the bell, officially opening

“IVSM is always a wonderful time as it is the the 2012 International Vintage Sailplane Meet.
biggest get-together the vintage fraternity puts on in this i by At e

8Best 8 ‘g 8 g in the air. In some cases pilots achieved flights that
country and it assembles a really eclectic and blissful S
; Tl N earned recognition in each category.
variety of people at a historic and scenic site. The j s
) ; R Wi Not every flight was a coin-winner. Our
international participation is great and this time we were

blessed with friends from Italy, Germany, Sweden, Canada C}E?\l;.-n;a; £ Toia it Eya}rfl, Sa.lcc:.hls b?i mffn."’;’.' 9
and the UK. Most of all, the people were the fun, like (B g s anisriompwilh Jein s

, TG-2. “I was flying with Nick in the back and we got
always. .
; . off tow and for some reason all we found was sink. So
Next was the excellent soaring weather - Harris

: S i we are getting lower and lower and Nick spoke up to
Hill always has at least a couple days of fantastic soaring : i 4 S
s : make me feel better about it and said, ‘It is the undue
and this time was no exception. There were some

- g influence of gravity is this case—Newton you know!”
demanding days and a couple “fender-benders” but SrEe y

fortunately no one was hurt and there are plenty of Peronily, s recglhrllg o i
: _ st an ASK-13 (and how impressive it was, even more so,
lessons we can incorporate for next time. Harris Hill is a . : -

: : s .. 1think, than its fiberglass big sister, the -21), made
special place to absorb 80 years of soaring tradition while : : e
B it Borons coarn e possible by the ever patient and ever enthusiastic Burt

e oh-anid th b t%u] ' Compton, who trailers that massive ship thousands
: p e e L ) E . of miles over America’s back roads and is always the
gliders as well, all displaying a great deal of workmanship - . : : :
to rolaridh and maintaal® first to arrive. I also much enjoyed talking with Elise
Tt i ¥ ¢ W badl derful Eaton, granddaughter of Warren Eaton, about her and
et © 331 A IY fom [ i B \tzvo(n 2 1 her family’s renewed interest in soaring. She flew with
E ?rl_:tc)lpiéon; Plto e EV;I?I ;ts-olc;a peet Burt in the -13, taking with her a photograph of her
“afhievime?t cziﬁrsg gei’?szfas:é‘:i f(l)gr ﬂiqhts of grandfather and wearing his wrist altimeter, which

: . o b . she said seemed to work great on the flight. And the
outstanding altitude gain, distance flown or duration

o | g B social events were
S fun,

¢ Seneca Lake boat

= cruise Thursday

_ night, which offered

¢ usa chance to get

4 away from the field

* for a while and cruise
in the sunset over

)



deepest, coldest and loveliest lakes.

The VSA-organized lectures each were very 1 ‘g mmun it y
detailed and compelling. Lots of people took ®
advantage of them to gain a more full understanding @ Soar'lng Day 2012
of the depth and breadth of this sport of ours. And ° '
many people took advantage of a chance to buy books o

through the good offices of Bill Batesole, whose
table-wide spread was a highlight of the mornings, and ® September 15,2012 10 am - 4 pm
through the NSM’s “Fly Market”, which offered for sale o /

a wide range of historic books, many collected by Jan
Scott and donated prior to his and his wife’s departure
to their native Norway.

To see the gliders both on the groundandin @
the air—especially the Bowlus Baby and perhaps even ¢ |
more exotic Hltter 17—was truly memorable. And the o The National Soaring Museum
tremendous level of financial support from the F i bl Elmica NV
community of NSM members for “Team 2012” was @ 607-734-3128
deeply gratifying and reinforced in the minds of all ®
©
®

Food - Contests - Rockets - Paper Airplanes - Soaring- And MORE

who were associated with the planning of this event
how important is the work the NSM does for vintage
gliding.

But overall the best
memory is the happy faces
that appeared morning and
night here on Harris Hill.
The NSM’s mission is to
preserve and present the
history of our sport. There
are a lot of ways to measure
our success, from
balance sheets to visitor
records, but the best way is
to count the happy faces at
IVSM.

“IVSM 2012 was for this neophyte an earful wrist altimeter I've worn works perfectly as we lift
and eyeful of meaningful wonderful: the warm, perfectly off Harris Hill! Thanks, NSM, for having
fuzzy glow I got sitting in the painstakingly me.
restored glider my grandfather and soaring

pioneer, Warren Eaton, was flying when he met

his untimely end in 1934; hanging out with
Jack Wyman, who made my sitting in G12185
s0, and his team/crew/better-half, Dody; being
humbled learning the Warren Eaton Memorial
Trophy is the SSA's highest award and why;
getting goose-bumps when that very affable
pilot-person Burt Compton and I see Warren’s




__FBACES OF THE NSM
Earlier this year, the staffat ~ His extensive familiarity with the NSM’s

the NSM bid farewell to long time ~ archives is unmatched and will be greatly

staff member Bill Gallagher. Bill missed.

retired after close to thirty years of Bill began working as the archivist

service to the NSM. He has been an  at the NSM in 1984. Over the years, he

institution here at the museum, a made three attempts to retire, but his

never-ending font of knowledge passion for aviation history brought him

about aviation history that can never back again and again. It looks like the

be replaced. fourth time is the charm, however, as
Whether one was looking for Bill is now finally enjoying some well-

a name of a pilot, a date of a flight, ~ deserved relaxation with his wife Peg.

or a rare photograph of a rare Bill, best wishes on a long and

sailplane, Bill would know where to  happy retirement, from all of us at the

find the answer. NSM. You deserve it!

.........“........".............................
ZANONIA

The “mascot” of the 2012 International Vintage
Sailplane Meet was the Ross RS-1 Zanonia, a storied sailplane
designed and built in 1937 by Harland Ross for movie star
Harvey Stephens. Ross flew it in the 1937 Nationals at Elmira,
placing third.

Soon thereafter, the Zanonia was purchased by John
Robinson, and it is he who made it famous. He won the 1940, A sketch of a Zanonia seed, from which many early gliders got their
1941 and 1946 Nationals in it, and set two national distance Lrispirmtion, And thell-d. gl it uaime.
records, 290 miles in 1940 and 325 miles in 1947. In 1949 he they have purchased over the years and

set a U.S. altitude record of 33,500 feet. Also in 1949 in the spared from destruction. A year or so ago
Zanonia, Robinson completed the world’s first Diamond “C” they agreed to loan it to the National Soaring
badge. Museum to be exhibited during IVSM 2012.
Dale and Lorraine Busque of Andover, CT are the While in storage, the left wing had sustained
owners of the Zanonia. It is one of several vintage sailplanes some water damage. It was restored by Bill

~ ¢ Batesole at his shop in Vermont.

: Shortly before IVSM 2012, NSM
2 | Trustees Moe Acee and Dave Welles made an
~ exhausting and adventurous trip to
Connecticut and Vermont to load the
| aircraft into a trailer and deliver it to Harris
Hill, where it was assembled in the Blossom
Gallery.

We very much appreciate Bill's, Moe’s
and Dave’s volunteer efforts, as well as those
of Dave Raspet, who negotiated the loan
agreement. And of course our very special
thanks go to Dale and Lorraine Busque,
= not only for loaning us the Zanonia, but for
keeping it safe for lo these many years.

-Peter Smith

- = el k-
- 2

The RS-1, or “Zanonia” at Harris Hill, circa 1948



Summer Education R
The Eileen Collins Aerospace Camp ai

The NSM’s annual Eileen Collins Aerospace
Camp blasted off July 16. The two weeks of camp
were packed full of excitement and smiles as
campers learned about soaring, aviation careers, and
space exploration.

This summer’s camp was an uphill battle
against weather, with high winds preventing a
hot-air balloon experience, but the campers
persevered, waiting out poor weather and rain for
a chance to fly. The boys’ week participants even
braved some rain clouds for a chance to learn about
the first pioneers of the sky, birds, at the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology. Campers felt the excitement brewing f—"
at SPIE, the Space Craft Imaging Facility, as the Mars |
rover Curiosity got closer to its destination; learned
about space exploration at the Milton J. Rubenstein
Museum of Science and Technology in Syracuse, and

des1gned their own Spase expkorers h.oe ROCkEtl’Y Girls’ week campers line up for cockpit ori.enlaiicn prior to Leir first giiéer flights. For

Lab. many, this was their first time ever seeing the inside of a sailplane.

Of course, the highlight of camp was the experience powered flight, thanks to Costa’s Flying Service.
flying! Harris Hill Soaring Corporation did a It was wonderful to see so many young people, many who
wonderful job providing sailplane rides to our more had never before been on a plane, so inspired by their
than 50 campers over the course of the program. flying experience.

Though some campers were initially nervous, The camp is always great fun, and this year was no
everyone was all smiles after their soaring exception. The kids seemed to think so as well, as for

experiences, and several campers are already making several campers this was their third or fourth time
plans to join the junior membership at HHSC. After attending camp. Enrollment inquiries have even begun for
soaring, the campers got a chance to the 2013 Kear!
©000000000000000000000000 :
If you know of any children who
= = ®will be between nine and fourteen next
”ﬂ”””ﬂl saa””g ””se”m e July, the ECAC is a great way to introduce
—— Overnigiht o them to the world of science and aviation.
I ECAC wasn't the only thin
| L saa’ ng [llb‘ﬂlllﬂlll ent » keeping education staff busy};t thegNSM.
e 1 E—. ®Book-ending the camp weeks was the
e Chemung County Youth Bureau’s
o Summer Cohesion Program, which the
NSM regularly participates in. Summer
Cohesion is a great opportunity for local
®youth to visit the NSM and spend part of
Is it getting cold outside? Come camp inside with us at the National ~ etheir day learning about the rich history of
Soaring Museum! Scouts, church groups, and youth groups of all kinds g soaring here in their home town.
are invited to spend a fun and educational night at the museum. Enjoy The summer is winding down, but
learning about aviation history with a tour, wing-rib buildingin our ~ ® 0t the education department. We are
restoration shop, paper airplanes, flight simulators, a hot breakfast and ® getting ready for the 2012-13 school year,

more! g e s
eand the fun opportunities that go with it!
- |
Spaces fill quickly. Call and book your stay today! _Caitlin Stevens

Call the NSM @ 607-734-3128 5 b




O R S ** Acknowledgements for donations above
and beyond basic membership levels***

Janine Acee William Feldbaumer Neal Miller Charles Streeter Jr.

Moe and Sophie Acee Freeman Flynn Paul and Russ Minier Dan Tarshus

Miguel Acevedo William Foley Richard Mockler Billy Taylor

Angella Alan Helga Gertsen George Moffat Jr. George Taylor

Robert Ball Dean Gradwell Hank Nixon Eberhard Thieme

Ted Bennett George Gratton Emma Novotny Raymond Thweatt

Peter E. Benzing Siegfried Groh Francis O'Donnell Jr. Bill Trainor

Richard Berry Gene E. Hammond David Ochsner Kate Trice

Bruce Bottoms James Hard Carl Osojnak Michael Wayne

Phyllis Buchwalder Erwin Hauer Sara Palmer Brian Weaver

Robert Buck Cole Hedden Paul Prunier Bruce Weber

Dale Busque Wade Hooker Misty Purdy Heinz Weissenbuehler

George Byard Jeffrey Hostetler David Ridding Tim Welles

Jeffery Byard George Howell Neal Ridenour Francis Whiteley

Scott Calvert Rebecca Ivans Daniel Rihn Timothy Wrenn

Walter Cannon William Jokerst Lee Robbins Uwe Zink

James and Barbara Cantrill Roger E. Jones Norman Schenck Mr. and Mrs. AJ van den Blink
David Carpenter Virginia Jones Les Schweizer Arie van den Blink

Burke Carson Tim King Paul Schweizer Chemung Canal Trust Company
Hank Claybourn Walter Klemperer William Schweizer Chemung County Council of
Henry Combs Barry Leslie Clarence See Women

Burt Compton Steve Lithell Jim and Simine Short Kiwanis Club of Horseheads
Robert Creedon Merrill and Lynda T. Lynn Shaw Siglin Quicker Printer

Peter and Joyce Daniel Archer Martin John Slack Sprague Insurance

Elise Eaton Gary Mathews Mary Welles Mooers Smith Wabash Valley Soaring Association
Dieter Ennulat John McGonigle Frank Sneed Zonta Club of Elmira

The National Soaring Museum THANKS YOU for your Loyalty and Support!

"FOLLOW" OR
BECOME A "FAN" OF THE
cwitter NSM!

n Find us on
Facebook

Catch up with the National Soaring Museum on !
Facebook or Twitter! We'll keep you up on all the PUL Your-Money ;
latest news and events that are happening right here at Wheve Yo' FHeowrt 1. ..
the Museum. You'll love all the great photos, posts, and : y i
comments from soaring enthusiasts around the world!

Don't have a Twitter or Facebook account yet? What Preserve and Protect Soaring History
are you waiting for? Stay connected and join the Join the National Soaring Museum TODAY!
conversation! Sign up is quick, easy, and best of all, FREE!

. . Only $50 for a Family Membership!
www.twitter.com/SoaringMuseum Contact us at nsm@soaringmuseum.org or

www.facebook.com (607) 734-3128
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Upcoming:
Community Soaring Day

Mark your calenders, Saturday,
September 15th, will mark the 20th
annual Community Soaring Day! To
celebrate this milestone, the museum is
pulling out all the stops. There will be a
week long local “Cupcake War” based on
the popular Food Network show. Three
local bakeries will create soaring themed
cupcakes, and sell them from September
10th - 14th at their bakeries. Each themed
cupcake purchased during that time will
count as a “vote” for that bakery. A
portion of each purchase will go to
support the NSM. On September 15th, the
three warring bakeries will converge at
Community Soaring Day for a final day
of voting. The winner will be awarded a
special trophy. Local radio station 94 Rock
will be live on site to cover the exciting
finale. If you live in the Elmira area, be
sure to get out and vote!

There will be a few celebrities
on hand as well. Curious George, star of

NSM Membership

« Free Museum Admission

« NSM Publications

cation, a

September 15,

October 20, 2012 %

Donations

« 10% Discount in our Gift Shop our collection
» Donations over $50 are

tax-deductible contribu-
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Mark Your Calendars!

many classic children’s books and
television programs will be on hand.
Warming up for the holiday season, Santa’s
Second String Reindeer will be here. They
handle the PR so Donder and Blitzen can
train for December. You don’t want to miss
a great photo op, so bring your cameras.
Many favorites will be returning
this year as well. Magician Tim Cleary,
Tanglewood Nature Center, Pratt Hobbies
Rocketry, The Steele Memorial Library,
Chemung County Historical Society,
N-Trak Train Club, and Dr. Chiang,
master of paper airplanes. There will be a
trolley courtesy of C-Tran. Weather
permitting, Harris Hill Soaring
Corporation will be giving glider rides.
We give special thanks this year to
Sprague Insurance, Quicker Printer, and
Williams Honda, for sponsoring
Community Soaring Day. This family
friendly event is always a blast, and we
look forward to it every year. It is a great
way for the staff of the NSM to say thank
you to the community that supports us.
-Lisa Bartlett

BE A PART OF SOARING HISTORY!

Get involved at the National Soaring Museum
Volunteer Opportunities

« Add priceless artifacts to «  Administrative tasks

« Docent opportunities
Special Events

Contact NSM for more information
E-mail: nsm@soaringmuseum.org

Phone: (607) 734-3128

Qur Mission is to preserve and present the heritage of motorless flight and promote, through edu-
sreater knowledge of soaring, aeronautics and related physical sciences for everyone.

Community Soaring Day

The 41st Annual
Ralph S. Barnaby Lecture Series
Charlotte, North Carolina

Greg Cole, Speaker
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AL SOARING MUSEUM PERMIT NO. 10

51 Soaring Hill Drive
Elmira, NY 14903-9204
“The Soaring Capital of America”

NATIONAL SOARING MUSEUM DONATION FORM

Name

Address City State Zip

Phone ( ) Email

Please Indicate Donor Level Check this box if you would like to start receiving
____Basic Museum Sponsor ($25-$99) NSM News in our e-newsletter format in the future
_ Premium Donor :___ Bronze ($100-$249) _ Silver ($250-$499) Gold ($500-$999)

Diamond ($1,000-$2,499) Major Contributor ($2,500 and up)

*All contributions over and above basic level memberships are tax deductible and will be acknowledged*

Please Indicate Payment Method
__ My check or money order is enclosed and made payable to National Soaring Museum
____Please bill my Credit Card: Visa MC AMEX Discover
Credit Card Number Exp. Date
Three digit code (on back) Name as it appears on card
Cardholder’s Signature

Thank You For Your Support!




