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From the Director - Adaw Smith

As | write this, the National Soaring Museum is already well into what promises to be
an exciting and active season. While many people think of summer as the time when
things begin at Harris Hill, this year we have been building momentum for months
through new programs, community partnerships, and visitor experiences that continue
to expand what the Museum can offer.

In May, we welcomed guests for the Chemung County Chamber of Commerce's Farm
to Sky event and hosted the Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes' Symphony in
Bloom fundraiser. On June 4, the Museum was once again a gathering place for our
community as we hosted the Corning Area Community Concert Band for an evening of
live music among the exhibits. Events like these reflect an important part of our vision
for the future: a museum that serves not only as a steward of soaring history, but also
as a vibrant cultural and educational resource for our region.

Visitors returning this season will find new reasons to explore. We recently completed
the display of the Backstrom Flying Plank, a fascinating and unconventional aircraft that
highlights the innovation and experimentation that have always been part of soaring.
Inside our CG-4A glider, guests can now watch Silent Wings, creating a more
immersive experience that helps tell the story of the brave glider pilots who flew these
aircraft into combat during World War |l

Education and engagement remain at the heart of our work. This summer we are
excited to welcome The Laughing Classroom's The Air Show, a STEM-focused
program that introduces young people to concepts such as wind, weather, and
Bernoulli's principle through hands-on demonstrations and plenty of fun. We are also
expanding one of our most successful recent initiatives through the addition of two new
flight simulators made possible through the Soaring Society of America's Simulator Grant
Match Program. The success of our first simulator demonstrated the value of interactive
experiences for Scouts earning Aviation Merit Badges, junior flight training, and visitors
who want to move beyond simply viewing exhibits and instead experience the
fundamentals of flight firsthand.

Beyond the Museum walls, the skies over Harris Hill will once again be filled with
activity as the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation hosts the Region 3 Soaring
Championships in July. For ten days, some of the nation's top pilots will compete in the
same skies that have helped establish Harris Hill as one of the most significant soaring
sites in America. Events like this remind us that soaring is not simply history preserved
in a museum. It is a living tradition that continues to inspire new generations of pilots,
engineers, educators, and enthusiasts.

Summer is also when our mission reaches its fullest expression. The galleries fill with
visitors discovering soaring for the first time, longtime members return to reconnect with
familiar stories and friends, and conversations throughout the Museum spark new
curiosity about the science, history, and adventure of flight. Whether you visit once a
year or follow our work from afar, your support makes these experiences possible.

Thank you for being part of the National Soaring Museum community. We look forward
to welcoming many of you to Harris Hill in the months ahead and sharing another
memorable season together.



THE NATIONAL SOARING MUSEUM
SOARING TO THE FUTURE CAMPAIGN

. —
B ./.'{.’-' Ld 3

]
.

JOIN US AS WE EMBARK ON A JOURNEY TO MODERNIZE
HOW THE HISTORY OF SOARING IS EXPERIENCED
AND SHARED WITH A GLOBAL AUDIENCE.

OUR VISION: DIGITIZED ARCHIVES. ONLINE EXHIBITS. REFRESHED GALLERIES

LEARN MORE | DONATE

SOARINGMUSEUM.ORG/STF-CAMP AIGN.PHP
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Soaring to the Future: Preserving Our Legacy, Building Our Future

For generations, members like you have sustained the National Soaring Museum and helped preserve the history,
achievements, and spirit of soaring in America. Because of your support, countless visitors have discovered the stories
of pioneering pilots, groundbreaking aircraft, and the people whose passion for flight shaped our sport.

Today, we have an opportunity to build upon that legacy.

Through the Soaring to the Future Campaign, we are working to transform how the National Soaring Museum fulfills
its mission for future generations. This effort will support the modernization of exhibits, expansion of interactive
experiences, and digitization of our archives so that soaring's remarkable history can be shared with audiences both on
Harris Hill and around the world. These initiatives align directly with our vision of preserving the past while creating new
ways for people to experience, learn from, and connect with soaring.

Already, supporters are helping us build momentum toward these goals. Through the efforts of staff, volunteers, and
interns, we have begun expanding our digitization work by preserving historical newsletters, journals, and archival
materials while making them more accessible through modern search technology. We have also completed a
successful pilot project to digitize five reels of historic Sierra Wave film, providing an important first step toward
preserving and sharing the larger SSA and National Soaring Museum film collection. These projects demonstrate the
impact that strategic investments can have today while laying the foundation for a more accessible and engaging
museum experience tomorrow.

At the same time, visitors are beginning to see the results of our commitment to modernization. New exhibits, enhanced
storytelling experiences, expanded educational programming, and interactive technologies such as our flight simulators
are creating new opportunities for visitors to engage with the history, science, and experience of flight. Together, these
efforts are helping us reimagine how the Museum serves members, visitors, researchers, educators, and future
generations of soaring enthusiasts.

The Soaring to the Future Campaign seeks to raise $500,000 to support this vision. Thanks to the generosity of many
early supporters, we have already made significant progress toward that goal. Every contribution helps us move closer
to completing this transformation and demonstrates the soaring community's collective commitment to preserving its
heritage while embracing its future.

As a member, you are among the Museum's most dedicated supporters. Your annual membership demonstrates your
commitment to our mission, but the success of this campaign will depend upon additional investments from those who
believe in the importance of preserving soaring's heritage and sharing it with future generations.

We invite you to join us in this effort. Whether through a one-time gift, a multi-year pledge, or by helping us share the
campaign with others who care about soaring, your participation will help shape the future of the National Soaring
Museum.

To learn more about the Soaring to the Future Campaign, view campaign updates, or make a contribution, please visit:

www.soaringmuseum.org/stfcampaign.php

You may also contact the Museum directly at 607-734-3128 or director@soaringmuseum.org to discuss giving
opportunities or learn more about the campaign.

Together, we can preserve soaring's legacy, expand its reach, and create a museum experience that inspires visitors
for decades to come.

Thank you for your continued support of the National Soaring Museum and for being an important part of our future.



New CG-4A Theater Experience

One of our newest exhibit enhancements invites visitors to step inside history. We recent-
ly installed a video display within the fuselage of our Waco CG-4A military glider, creating
a small theater space where guests can watch portions of Silent Wings, the acclaimed
documentary about the American combat glider program during World War Il. By viewing
the film from inside an actual CG-4A, visitors gain a more personal connection to the ex-
periences of the young pilots and troops who flew these unpowered aircraft into combat.
The exhibit helps transform the aircraft from a static artifact into a powerful storytelling
space, offering a deeper appreciation for the courage, sacrifice, and unique challenges
faced by the men who participated in some of the war's most dangerous missions.
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Careers on Wheels at Hugh Gregg Elementary

The National Soaring Museum recently participated in Hugh Gregg Elementary School's Careers on Wheels event in
Corning, New York, where students in grades K—4 had the opportunity to explore a variety of career paths through hands
-on experiences. Museum staff transported and assembled a sailplane at the school, giving students a close-up look at
an aircraft many had never seen before. Throughout the day, we discussed careers in aviation, the science of flight, and
the many opportunities available in fields ranging from piloting and engineering to education and museum work.
Programs like this are an important part of our educational outreach efforts and help advance our mission by inspiring

curiosity, connecting young people with aviation, and sharing the story of soaring beyond the walls of the Museum.

HIn Memoriam

Donald J. Rumsey
December 31, 1976 - June 17, 2026

We are sad to announce the unexpected death of the National Soaring
Museum’s Director of Operations, Don Rumsey, who died at age 49 at
Strong Memorial Hospital in Rochester after suffering a series of
strokes. Don was an excellent manager - organized and thorough.
Although not a pilot himself, Don made it his business to know the
name and story behind every sailplane and glider in the museum’s
collection. He had previously worked at the Glenn H. Curtiss Museum
in Hammondsport, NY as Education Director and tour coordinator. He
and his wife, Vanessa, had also operated a business in Penn

Yan, Flying Colors, for several years.

Don and his family recently moved to Corning to be closer to the
museum. Before moving to Corning, Don and his family lived in
Branchport, NY, where he was an active member of the Branchport
Volunteer Fire Department. Don enjoyed bowling, golf, and family trips,
especially trips to Tennessee. He was a friend to many, always ready
to lend a hand. A real extrovert, Don endeared himself to co-workers
and customers alike. His good sense of humor made him fun to be
around. He was a great storyteller and could make an ordinary day
sound like an adventure.

Always thinking of others, Don requested that his organs be donated,
and, in lieu of flowers, that donations be made to the National Soaring
Museum.




Sarah Arnold Wins the 2026 International
Pelagia Majewska Medal of Honor

Lynda Lee LaBerge, WSPA President, sent this note to the SSA and it was shared in the SSA newsletter, Coffee Time,
on March 14th:

The Women’s Soaring Pilots Association (WSPA) is proud to announce that Sarah Arnold has won the prestigious 2026
International Pelagia Majewska Medal of Honor.

The WSPA was notified on March 8, 2026, by the FAI that Sarah Arnold had won this most prestigious award for her
remarkable career performance and service over her years in the sport of gliding.

The Pelagia Majewska Gliding Medal was created by the
FAl in 1989, following a proposal by the Aero Club of Po-
land, in memory of Madame Pelagia Majewska,

eminent Polish glider pilot, awarded the Lilienthal Medal
for 1960, and holder of 17 world gliding records, who lost N ‘
her life in an air accident in 1988. The Medal is offered to o ~ Per*ha RYaf e
the FAI by the Aero Club of Poland. This medal may be 4 = }-"41 U};JSSS__»_Q A
awarded annually, on recommendation by the FAI Gliding 2 R S
Commission, to a female glider pilot to reward a : -
particularly remarkable performance in gliding during the
past year, or eminent services to gliding over a long
period of time.

)

Citation

From the age of 13, Sarah Arnold has exhibited an abiding passion for aviation, with particular emphasis on gliding. In
her twenties, she became the youngest owner/operator of a gliderport in the USA. From this base of operations, she
served as a flight instructor, tow pilot, aircraft mechanic, and designated pilot examiner. Her flight school has graduated
over 230 new glider pilots, both young and old. She has hosted numerous encampments and regional and national com-
petitions at her airfield and at those of her surrounding area.

In 2014 she was the driving force behind establishing the Pan American Glider Championships (PAGC) and she or-
ganized and hosted the 1st FAI PAGC in 2015.

As a pilot, Sarah has excelled in both records and competitions. She holds 4 US National Records and numerous state
records in several glider classes. She has stood on the podium at three Women’s World Gliding Championships, in-
cluding the 2020 WWGC where she was the World Champion in the Standard Class. In 2024 she became the first wom-
an ever to win the gold medal at the 38th unrestricted World Championships (20m Multi-place Class, with Karl
Striedieck) in Uvalde, Texas.

Sarah is a member of the Tennessee Aviation Hall of Fame, the US Soaring Hall of Fame and has a place inthe  Na-
tional Soaring Museum’s “American Women in Soaring Wall of Fame”. For her many achievements (which will be docu-
mented at length in Soaring Magazine in the upcoming issues), and her inspiration to female pilots of all ages, the Wom-

en’s Soaring Pilots Association was proud to nominate Sarah Arnold for the prestigious 2026 Pelagia Majewska Medal.

Special thanks to Mary Rust, Karl Striedieck, Frauke Elber and Rick Sheppe for assisting in organizing and
orchestrating the required documentation of all of Sarah’s achievements to make this citation an accurate description of
the enormous breath of Sarah’s accomplishments.



https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01KKP64TFSJD48YXMQG5BNM6JT_1

New on display: Backstrom Flying Plank EPB-1C in the Blossom Gallery

Spomnsor A Glider 2026

By sponsoring a glider for the annual donation of $500, the National Soaring Museum will
designate the glider of your choice as being sponsored by you for 2026 and will display
near the glider a photo (if desired) of the sponsor and a brief biography. At the sponsor’s
option, the biography may include a reference to the particular glider and its importance to
the sponsor.

A list of gliders currently in our collection can be found on our website.
Please call the museum 607-734-3128 with any questions

SPONSOR A GLIDER 2026

My name(s) as it is to appear in printed matter :

GLIDER being sponsored:
Address City

State Zip Home phone

e-mail address

My check for $500 is enclosed

____Please bill my Credit Card# exp.date
(MasterCard-Visa-Discover-American Express) Vcode
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ARTIFACT DONATIONS

Luke P. Orrin
Ron Sands
Michael Shoen

CONTRIBUTIONS
Rosalie Grove

MEMBER
CONTRIBUTIONS

Dianne Black Nixon
Dr. Guerry & Alberta Howard
Dr. Richard & Linda Welles
Steve & Nancy Sliwa
Rusty & Karen Lowry
Jerry Wenger
Elise Eaton
Jan van den Blink
Thomas King
Tom & Jean Riley
Mary R. Nelson
Steve Leonard

Ray & Kittie Alexander
in memory of Floyd J. Sweet

J. R. Daniel
Stu & Lucy Schweizer
Curran & Barbara Sekella
Jan & Clare van den Blink
in memory of Mary Flasphaler

Cathy Williams
in memory of Corky Gill

MEMBERSHIP
UPGRADE

Caley Society
Jon & Clare van den Blink

Diamond
Ken & Michelle Sorenson
Elise Eaton

Gold
Rocky Peters

Silver
Shaun & Catherine Keller
Jeff Shingleton

Bronze
John & Rosa Hosp
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Spring 2026

MUSEUM HOURS

April 1 - Oct. 31
Open daily 10-5

Nov. 1 - Mar. 31
Open daily 10-4

Museum closed on the
following holidays:

New Year's Day
Easter Sunday
Thanksgiving Day
Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Katie Huss with scout, Maddie Goodwin, who earned her Aviation Merit Badge last
month at the National Soaring Museum.
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NSM Membership Form

Please check the membership category of your choice and return to:

The National Soaring Museum, 51 Soaring Hill Dr., Elmira, NY 14903

__ Basic$35 __ Family $50 ___ Bronze $100 ___ Silver $250

____ Gold $500 ____Diamond $1000 __ Cayley Society $2500

My name(s)

as it is to appear in printed matter :

Address City

State Zip Home phone

e-mail address

__ My check is enclosed

____Please bill my Credit Card# exp. date
(MasterCard-Visa-Discover-American Express) V-code

Signature

Additional tax-deductible donations will be used for museum improvements, including
upgrading facilities, restoration shop and new exhibits.

My additional donation

Membership Benefits: Unlimited free admission ¢ Invitations to exhibit openings and receptions
Guest passes ¢ Subscription to the museum newsletter & journal « Volunteer opportunities
Discounts on museum programs and events ¢ Discounts in the museum shop




